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DALDA FORUM 


Why Indian food 


YOU: Why our cooking ‘hot’? Because 
like that way, suppose. 


We: There are other reasons, too. People 
who know about food will tell you... 


NUTRITIONIST: lot what like 
don’t like food governed factors that 
would seem have little with cook- 
ing. Climate, for instance. 


YOU: But what does climate have 
with spices our food 


NUTRITIONIST: hot countries like ours, 
food deteriorates faster keeping. This 
because the climate encourages bacterial and 
enzyme action food. So, food goes bad 
quicker and more easily than cooler climates. 
check this, food has preserved— 
spices food act preservatives because 
they check bacterial action. 


didn’t know that... 


NUTRITIONIST: And not just that. Spices 
tend stimulate the appetite—a very neces- 
sary thing hot climates like ours. 


you: good thing, too. Look how good 
they make food taste! Imagine eating bland 
food without any spices all. Awful! 


WE: This leads another point. It’s 
not just blandness that dislike—it’s lack 
variety flavours, whether not the 
food spiced. 


NUTRITIONIST: cannot eat food that 
tastes the same, day after day. That’s why 
vary our food. This helps get the pro- 
teins, carbohydrates, fats, minerals and vita- 
mins that need. 


You: All this very well, but the taste 
food hardly seems change sometimes, how- 
ever varied our diet. 

NUTRITIONIST: But this has with 
44-X52 


a 


cooking methods: How cook our food 
and what use for cooking. 

WE: Take fats. They are essential for most 
cooking operations. lot depends the 
kind fat you use... 

YOU: Weil... but don’t understand. 
WE: The point is, fat can make mar 
meal. can help bring out the natural 
flavour food impose its own taste. 
Therefore, the choice cooking fat 
important the choice the things cooks. 
NUTRITIONIST: Besides, good cooking 
fat adds extra food value cooking. Essential 
Vitamins and for instance. 


WE: That brings DALDA Vanaspati, 
which meets all the requirements ideal 
cooking fat. 
you: Surely, one only uses DALDA for 
frying. 

WE: That needlessly restricting its use. 
DALDA good for all cooking. helps bring 
out the natural flavour food—and does 
not add its own. What’s more, contains 
Vitamins and Seven hundred Inter- 
Vitamin are added every ounce. 

How these vitamins help 


WE: They don’t make any difference 
the taste food, that’s what you mean. 
But they are essential for health. And DALDA 
comes you hygienically sealed tins, 
you can sure its goodness. 
Interesting...never thought that the 
choice fat had much with the 
taste food. Mind you, we’ve used DALDA 
for years, but now can see being used for 
all our cooking. 
WE: Millions people are doing today 
—why not you? 
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those days. 


distant Gandhamadan mountain. 


India’s greatest epic for 
all times, the Ramayana records, among other 
things, the existence the Ayurveda even 
When Lakhsmana was mortally 
ded Ravana, was Susena, the monkey. 
physician who prescribed Visalyakarani and 
was Hanumana, the great monkey-hero 
who brought that herb overnight from 


This account myth and the 
subsequent history the develop- 
ment the Ayurveda—the Indian 
system medicine, bears ample 
evidence its far and 
wide even those times, This 
tradition has been handed down 
from the days Charak, Susruta 
and Nagarjun and feel proud 
our humble efforts perpetuating 
this glorious legacy for the benefit 
the suffering humanity. Thus 
what was true the days the 
Ramayana, still holds good even 
our times and every pro- 
ducts the has proved 
beyond 
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October 1958, when the change-over the Metric System 
began, number important industries—jute, iron and steel, 
textiles, cement, paper, salt, engineering, coffee, 
metals, raw rubber etc.—started adopting Metric weights and 
measures. 


then the transition has begun more industries. 


Use the Metric System was permitted the COIR industry 
from October 1959. the SUGAR industry the change-over 
started from November 1959. 


The pace will further quicken from April 
1960 when the VANASPATI and PAINT 
industries ‘go metric’. 


The entire distribution PETROLEUM and 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS will litres 
and metric units from April 1960. 


Another Major step will taken when the Customs 
and the Central Excise adopt the Metric System 
from August, 1960. 
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thousands 
young men 
new life 


young apprentice Durgapur his first practical survey job the field. When 
becomes experienced hand, efficient his work, will command good solary 
ond will have future ahead, bright with promise. 
Durgapur ISCON, who are entrusted with the construction the one 
ton steel plant, have already helped train large group young Indians 
the technical field. This part and parcel the ISCON scheme 
work side side with Indian technicians and workers, instruct them 
the spot and steel England that the future India will net 
only her plonts but also technicians run 
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NOT 
SHAKE HANDS 


with 


not befriend the ticketless traveller your 
compartment, will make you feel obliged 
protect him from being exposed. 

The ticketless traveller causes great 
inconvenience paying passengers. 


HELP THE RAILWAY PREVENT THIS EVIL 


The South Eastern 
loses nearly sixty lakhs Rupees every 


year the average from ticketless 
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Incorporating and direetly descended from INDIAN FOLK-LORE—founded 1956. 


have stepped further. shall start 
fresh life from this issue. day, 
should look into our past what 
gained and what lost. 

Folklore has become subject special apti- 
tude everywhere India and abroad. 
believe, have role for the folklore 
movement this country. are making the 
masses conscious about the truth that the folk- 
culture the very foundation our socio- 
economic civilization. Western countries began 
their work inthis field the last century 
while scientific work has yet been made 
India the right direction. 


very much encouraging note 
that two All India organizations formed 
recently, are atleast trying make 
systematic study Indian 


Folklore Society, Calcutta and All India 
folkculture Research Institute, Allahabad are 
trying some constructive work. But their 
work are being managed mainly personal 
level. Government should encourage them with 
their fullest capacity and the scholars should 
join venture some real work. 

There are some folklore committees 


some States run the State Govern- 


Folk 
Lore 


The only bi-monthly Journal India 
Exclusively 
Vol. January-February, 1960 


ments. But most the work such 
confederation and let the work managerd 
the supervisicn the specialised scholars. 
There are need, feel, exchange the ideas 
and thoughts the scholars. confederation 
the right platform for the purpose. 


The decision the University 
Calcutta for inclusion special paper 
folklore the post-graduate class most wel- 
authority for this. 


University 


explanation necessary for the present 
title. invite the attention our readers 
the notice published 
1959 issue where 
study Indian folklore, need know 
the folklore all the countries. There was 
technical difficulty publishing articles folk 
lore other than Indianin 
order widen the scope have decided 
take broad idea even the name. now 
can publish all the articles that can help 
lot understand Indian folklore the wider 
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RIDDLES 
The Folk Teacher And Test Device 


Dr, Chourshi 
Govt. Degree College, Narsingpur (M. 


writer this article Dr. Chourshi preparing his Litt. thesis the subject. Heis 
Ph.D. will throw some more light the subsequent issue this journal.—Ed. 


IDDLES have always been very popular 

the masses and have played 
part the lives the folks. There ceaseless 
tradition these riddles since immemorable 
past. the oldest known literature the 
Vedas healthy growth these 
found, This fact clearly indicates that human 
mind has very close attachment and liking for 
the riddles, with the down the human 
civilization. very difficult quote even 
one examples such tribes, races, 
groups people where these riddles, are not 
common. Soin almost all the human groups 
the world riddles are questioned and 
answered. Certainly ancient 
were not lightly and lowly treated are 
treated now. uses the rid- 
dles, also conforms their social importence. 


The English word “riddle” having 
been derived from Angle-section word 
German called ‘rath’ which also mean 
obscure description something which the 
hearer asked name. India the most 
common word used for riddle ‘paheli’ which 
derive from Sanskrit 
‘Pravalika’’ meaning complicated question, 
where truth concealed similar thing 
places open mislead and deceieve. There 


very artistic arrangement and choice words. 
very strange note that most the riddles 
are being composed the simple uneducated, 
immatured folk poets, whose names are not 
known the world. 


Riddle needs ample guessing and causes 
all the persons present think out the clue 
answer. many riddles, there are encourage- 
ments, temptations, challenge rebuke 
touch the feelings vigorously, make 
them think and guess very seriously. the 
riddles are very good means thought provo- 
king and giving social education. can mark 
the curious good qualities riddles, from the 
point view teaching and testing. 


Firstly, good teacher always inspires 
the feelings and ideas the students with the 
help short questions, soin way inferior 
the riddle-questions provoke and inspire the 
hearers, challenging question from fellow- 
friend more forceful invoke 
the brains than any teacher class-room. 
the riddle time all the brains present, concn- 
trate themselves being very active with 
tions being called the wisest the present. 
This short mental activity the right 
medium education, 
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Secondly, one the approved modern 
methods teaching, there isa play-way met- 
hod, which being much popularized now-a- 
days. this method the pupils are not bored 
up, even after fair long time, and they not 
feel that some lesson having given them. 
These riddles are after all play way method 
the folks used train the masses. all 
know that the riddles genrally attract the folk 
assemble arround the fire and busy them- 
selves seriously guessing about 
things and objects their daily used, The 
riddle-man some times suggests wisely and lead 
the clue the riddle. Touching remarks, 
jokes, jeers and laughter around making the 
folk class more enjoyable and full merriment. 
The differences age caste, creed and social 
relation all immerge into that riddle lesson. 
this way they also serve the purpose making 
homogeneous and healthy society. 


Thirdly, importent aim education 
enhance and breaden the knowledge the 
people, leading them from known un- 
known,home abroad,concrete have abstract 
and The riddle also, more less the 
same function. the riddles concern, mostly 
with the day-to-day things life 
far off things, they are very useful from the tea- 
ching point view. generally invites 
mental journey. All the similar and alike 
things are examined the light the data pro- 
vided the riddle question. This enlightens 
the brain and enhances the knowledge. 


Fourthly, riddles, selection words, 
their arrangement and efforts conced truth 
are the key points such, gives short 
Itis ofcourse very amusing and 
astonishing see the grand display words 
the simple illiterate and unknown folk poets. 


Riddles themselves are very helpful 
the study human culture and anthroplogy. 
Through many tribel riddles, their various cul- 
tural patterns, social behaviour traditional ways 
tribal differences etc. are flashed and desig- 
ned in, very interesting the 
Baigas sex occupies important place, dances 
are the most common the Urons, both fea- 
tures are vividly seen their riddles. 


are also very important 
means testing the intelligence and quickness 
grasping power. many castes and 
tribes India, specially Malwa, Mewar, Raj- 
asthan atthe time marriages the ladies 
the bride side sing riddle-songs called 
and expects answers the 
-side-men could answer the riddle bangles, 
saris other ladies dresses ornaments are 
offered put on. Sometimes they are asked 
forfiet their wives and sisters lieu their 
inability answer these will use- 
ful note here, that ladies genrally along 
with the gents bride-house the 
party. Thus great fun, marriment and amuse- 
ment caused through these riddles. 


Likewise Gonds and Pradhans tribes 
Mandla the bride-groom’s representative has 
answer the riddies put the bride’s side, 
take the bride with him. this way many 
castes and tribes the riddles are asked and their 
study castes light their culture and helps 
judge the social intelligence the 


the riddles should not taken lightly, 
neglected, their social, cultural and all the 
more educational worth must given due 
regard, 
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THE BASIS BENGALI FOLK-CULTURE 


Dr, ASUTOSH BHATTACHARJEE 
CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY 


inhabited about seventy 
millions people united common 
language and folk-culture. The apparent racial 
homogenity large section this population 
also undeniable. Outwardly this population 
now divided two major religions, Hinduism 
and Islam. Both these religions have been 
borrowed from outside within historical time 
and have been established the foundations 
the earlier local faiths, representing definite 
cultural traits which still survive the 
culture this country. Due their contact 
with the new ideals this land both the above 
major religions new forms 
derable cost their orthodoxy. This gave rise 
Neo-Hinduism among the Hindus and the 
cults the Pirs among the Muslims. Similar 
was the fate Hinduism all over 
modify its ritualistic side without 
however much detrimen 
doctrins due local influences. Islam among 
the illiterate mass Bengal was 
great extent and many practices 
not approved the Shariat were incorpora- 
ted into it. Against this was 
tory movement known Wahabi movement 
the last century result which most 
the unorthodox elements were purged out it. 
Due mass illiteracy the Bengali Muslims 
this could not however completed until very 
recently. The local and the popular elements 


which Hinduism are not 
arbitrary isolated factors but are all based 
deep-rooted historic basis—they hint for- 
gotten age when life was different from ours 
today. 

Among the popular elements Hinduism 
met with all over India, Bengal their 
largest varieties. This fact cannot but havea 
historical reason behind it. The different races 
humanity which entered India pre-historic 
times the North-East this sub-continent 
must have had passed through Bengal one 
time. however easily imagined that 
they not only passed through this country, but 
also lived until they were driven out 
their settlements subsequently more power- 
ful invading races because Bengal has got her 
natural attraction. medieval India there was 
which meant that there in, 
but way out Bengal. This was also true 
pre-historic times. Food-producing 
ive races got here ample land for easy agricul- 
ture, food-gathering races got here ample 
sources gathering their food from easy 
sources, fishing people got its paradise here, 
and finally the hunting tribes got virgin 
Therefore, all the races which settled Bengal 
pre-historic times made their permanent 
residences which was however congenial for the 
development their respective 
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DR. ASUTOSH BHATTACHARJEE 


the course time when they were faced with 
more powerful races from outside they either 


withdrew westward eastward 


submission the hands the invaders. 
this process mutual absorbtion cultural ele- 
ments became inevitable. not however 
possible give here connected account the 
different races which trekked their way through 
Bengal pre-historic times, but only detach- 
account based mostly proved hypotheses 
may cited. 


The Negrito considered the oldest 
specimen humanity existing the world to- 
day. Evidences have however been recovered 
not however known when this people entered 
India, but probable that come India 
from Africa along the coast lands Arabia 
any rate was not possible for 
itto reach the southern coast India the 
tiny outrigger canoes which some section 
them still use their homeland the Anda- 
mans. Moreover, existence the Negrito 
elements the tribal population Assam 
corroborates the view that this particular peo- 
ple must have had passed through Bengal 
its way Burma, Malayan Peninsula and the 
Pacific Islands. Next comes the questions 
the Preto-Australoid people. Some sections 
the aboriginals Chota Nagpur, Orissa and 
Madhya Pradesh still speak langu- 
age though the racial characters all them 
can hardly established with any amount 
certainty. seems that this people,a very 


early offshoot the primitive. Mediterranean 
also extended upto the interior India from 
its probable original home the West. From 
India extended Malaya, Java, Ceylon, 
Australia and the other islands the Indian 


and pacific oceans. The Khasi language 
Assam which belongs the Austric group 
bears testimony the fact that one timea 
considerable part this province came under 
its direct influence. There are other evidences 
tribal culture Assam e.g. megalithic 
culture and the dormitory systems which goa 
long way show that the 
people for more than one reason. From 
Central India this people extended Assam 
covering whole Bengal one time. 


Next comes the question the Dravidian 
speaking population. undisputed fact 
that the Dravidian speaking people entered 
India through the North-Western gate this 
country and one time occupied the whole 
the Gangetic and the Indas valleys. 
apparent that its civilization was riverine one 
extended along the coast the Ganges upto 
its very mouths being constantly driven out 
its eastward settlements the invading Aryan 
speaking race subsequent times. the 
South was still full jungles, fact clearly 
evident from the ancient Indian Epic Rama- 
yana, the greater section the Dravidian 
speaking people had alternative but pro- 
ceed toward the east. Being attracted the 
natural resources Bengal already spoken of, 
these people must have had made Bengal their 
home until such time when they were driven 
out toward the South-West. 


The mongoloid people 
influences are still too apparent 
specially the eastern northern 
districts Bengal. addition the above 
claimed some scholars that distinct sea- 
borne race from the reached 
the coast Bengal and entered the interior 
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THE BASIS BENGALI FOLK-CULTURE 


the mouths the Ganges and established its 
settlement there before the Aryan-speaking 
race came over here historical times. 

From the above account evident that 
almost all the races humanity known live 
the sub-continent India with the excep- 
tion only few can imagined have 
lived passed through Bengal one the 
other period the pre-historic times. only 
naturally follows that each race left its own 
mark not only physical but also cultural which 
collectively formed the basis the future 
higher culture. This the reason why 
many variants, sometimes antagonistic one 
another, occur the elements the sub- 
sequent cultural life Bengal. will seen 
that the sun-god worshipped here not only 
half dozen names and characters, but also 
the same number different methods. Sun 
being the object worship 
offers the greatest variants. Butas time went 
all these diversities were down towards 
common ideal, and the last bond unity 
this diversity culture was established the 
higher religions Hinduism the one hand 
and Islam the other. 


reach folk mind country folk- 
lore perhaps the most faithful vehicle. 
the response the folk-mind the preachings 
the imported culture always very poor, 
the folk-culture proper that particular 
people whole truly known. Doctrins 
higher culture are matters 
zation, but the folk-culture has got communal 
appeal. Owing the so-called progress 
human civilization man has changed has 
all been so, only outwardly, but his inner 
soul his conservativeness still persists. 
fore will seen that the culture the 
people large country which recognized 
civilized verges The average 
man the primitive man notwithstanding his 
vanity civilization. 


Human mind never static the other 
hand highly dynamic. When receives 
something from outside never receives 
is, its own way. Emphasis naturaly 
laid the practical side the lower religion. 
will seen from the study folk-culture 
how the higher Hindu gods representing abs- 
tract qualities the different aspects spiri- 
tual life have been converted answer the day 


day practical needs Bengalee rural folk. 
The Supreme God primitive religion 
abstract idea, but physical being who renders 
the greatest practical service humanity. 
This illustrated Siva, the Supreme God 
the Bengali peasants. Though the nomen. 
clature the god has been borrowed from 
higher Hinduism has little bearing upon 
the ideals any higher religious doctrine. 


Notwithstanding the wide prevalence 
Hinduism, Bengal has 
contributed great deal maintaining her 
social integrity. People irrespective caste 
and creed assemble the 


offer worship the deities representing 
serpent, tiger, smallpox, cholera etc. For they 
are respecters castes creeds. The cult 
the village deity the basis the territorial 
democracy, system still prevalent though 
decaying state some the interior villages 
West Bengal. 


Religion play vital role communal life 
specially when ina lower state culture 
itis integrated within the social organization 
itself. lower culture there nothing spiri- 
tual symbolic religion—as have already: 
said, has onlya practical side. 
like many other aspects social life also 
requires attentive study. 


Many rituals described prevalent folk- 
religion Bengal are apparently magical 
though hardly distinguishible 
their present forms. Magic based onan 
imperfect knowledgeof natural and 


religion vague idea supernaturalism, but 
lower culture both them have common 
approach. 
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BOAT FESTIVALS KERALA 


FOLK FESTIVAL PAR EXCELLENCE 
PADMANABHAN TAMPY 


most outstanding and truly national 

aquatic festivals Kerala, the land 
several navigable streams picturesque 
backwaters, are the Annual Boat Races held 
the broad waters the principal rivers the 
old central Travancore area. Though 
honour, and for the convenience, distin- 
guished personages who visit the State, Boat 
Races are conducted with great the 
Vembanad and Ashtamudi lagoons, these made 
to-order regattas betray the absence the 
genuine and exuberant feeling and true and 
dominating atmosphere the real Boat Festi- 
vals. wintness full the real grandeur 
and feel the overwhelming national importance 
the Kerala Boat Races they must sent 
their natural and picturesque environment 
the waterlogged areas the Alleppey and 
Kottayam Boat Races form the most 
colourful and significant the pastimes and 
sports during the ONAM festival, the Festival 
Spring and plenty, parts the State 
situated close During the ONAM, 
the festival per excellence Kerala, the 
month August-September, when close upon 
the harvest, peace and plenty permeate all over 
the land, majestic spectacular, Boat Regattas 
are held visible and moving manifesta- 
tions consummate popular joy. The 


ONAN season sumptuous eating, and 


drinking too where prohibition does not hold 
sway, hilarious playing, warm days and 
pleasant nights. National festivals great 
importance and tremendous popular appeal, 
the picturesque boat races held during the 
merry ONAM season are thrilling sights, 
which the arst, crafts, music. culture, folk-lore 
and literature great Nation combine 
form lovely and unique form enjoyment 
wherein more meant than that which meets 
the eye. 

The annual boat races held Aranmula, 
and Champakulam old Central Travancore, 
are the pre-eminent and typical the Boat 
Festivals Kerala. the river front the 
Vaishnava Temple Aranmula, ninety miles 
the north Trivandrum, idylically situated 
the left bank the River Pamba with 
which sacred memories are associated, the 
famous Aranmula Boat Race held every year 
the UTTRITTATHI, the fourth day after 
the THIRU ONAM. The Aranmula Boat 
Race is, fact, patt the ONAM Festival. 
health and bathing resort during summer 
months, Aranmula famous for its temple, 
Boat Race and Aranmulla Metal Mirror. 
the UTTIRTTATHI asterism, the colourful 
regatta held Aranmula, amidst all pervad- 
ing mirth and nature’s splendour. once 
the oldest and most celebrated Boat Festival 
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Kerala which continues attract spectators 
from far and near. Kith and kin separated 
distance and various preoccupations join old 
family houses during the Festival Season, 
friends meet exchange gay and grave 
thoughts and join merry making. 


the Boat Race 
Aranmula held every year commemora- 
tion the crossing the Pamba river 
Arjuna, one the Pandava brothers. The 
story goes that long period 
penance and austerity, Arjuna was his way 
back his native city with the image Sri 
Krishna. When reached the northen bank 
the river Pamba, found high floods. 
The great warrior stood aghast. low caste, 
poverty stricken, Hindu offered ferry Arjuna 
across the swelling river fragile canoe. 
Arjuna was all joy 
crossing the river Arjuna installed the image 
Sri Krishna was carry- 
ing, the where the present temple 
stands. honour the timely service render- 
Arjuna the lowly boatman, boat races 
have ever since been conducted the river 
front the temple. 


Tradition that 


The truly national character the Boat 
Race witnessed the joy-imparting fact 
that though the Aranmula Regetta originated 
purely Hindu festival, and associated 
with the temple, the participants the 
Regatta include members all classes and 
communities inhabiting the neighbourhood 


Aranmula. healthy and loving rivalry exists 
between the different communities towards 
making the Boat Race unprecedented 


success every time. Here the finest flower- 
ing co-operative enterprise, actuated not 
profit-making motives, but solely inspired 


wa:m human understanding, and love 


During the Aranmula Boat Race the banks 
the river for distance about three miles 
would one seething mass humanity. Visi- 
tors who have come small canoes and boats, 
will clustering round the Race Boats. 
Elaborate Police arrangements are called for 
maintain peace and order, for occasionally 
the unrestricted mirth 
manifested such occasions, and enlivened 
intoxicating beverage, rivalry between the 
crews different racing boats might, with the 
least provocation assume alarming shape. Passion 
mount and cool down with amazing and 
alarming quickness during such jubilant occa- 
sions. Not infrequently old feuds and rivalries 
are renewed. The Boat Race Aranmula 
not conducted for any prize but the 
crews consider the regattas fitting and 
grand occasion for enjoyment, and also 
adoration THIRU ARANMULA APPAN 
the presiding deity the temple. All the 
rowers the different varieties boats are 
sumptuously fed the temple authorities be- 
fore the commencement the Race. the 
finish the race handsome rewards are also 
awarded. The race commences the after- 
noon. Poular belief that the Deity Himself 
graces all the participating Boats with 
sence the time the beginning the Race. 
The people the nearabout Aranmula have 
such implict faith the infalliable efficacy 
taking part the Regatta means for con- 
ferment health and wealth for the rest the 
year, that one dares belittle the impor- 
tance the Festival. The pious folk believe 
that the God never fails inflict condign 
punishment doubters and detractors who 
redicule the religious significance the Boat 
Race. 
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People Kerala are nature fond Festivals 


Associated with act gratitude and 
divine worship sanctified national custom, 
adored popular will, and lovingly fostered 
successive generations, the Aranmula Boat 
Race, the most spectacular Boat Festival 
Kerala, forms the subject matter two out- 
standing poetical works Malayalam language 
namely, Vilvattathu Raghavan Nambiyar’s 
ARANMULA VILASAM, 
Vasudeva Battathiri’s UTTRITTATHI 


greatest poetic wit Kerala, has put tersely 
that the charm and majesty the Boat Race 
Aranmula the lovely Pampa River defy 
description. 

Rev. W.J. Richards, one the earliest 
Westerns witness the Aranmula Boat Race, 


has described the scene follows his book 

NATIVE LIFE TRAVANCORE published 

nearly century ago. 
18th August, at5 finds 
opposite the great temple steps, which 
immense and excited crowd stands some 
holding long lighted cressets which are 
reflected the water making weird 
appearance the trey light morning. 
The river alive with canoes, big and little, 
which are objects great interest those 
the bank. There goes stately racing 
boat with its prow nine feet out the 
besides large number singer, standing 
up, and keeping time with hands and feet 
the plash the oars. These boats are 


De- 
self 
the 
por- 
lieve 


reported when full contain 200 persons 
each. How proudly they stand, how exul- 
tingly they sing, how gracefully the sway 
and fro? Mark the feathering the oars, 
and the musical motion the paddles 
stretched far from the boats and brough 
the water the end ofa circular sweep. 
How fine the boat looks namented 
head and stern plates burnished brass 
and large silver headed nails, which they 
call ‘Buddles’. This ONAM, the great 
festival season Travancore, and these are 
high caste people performing their national 
boat game. These five great boats abreast 
make the air ring with their songs they 
but wait till next Monday, the 23rd, 
should see twenty five 


Various types Boats, all home made out 
indigenous materials, are used for the Boat 
Races, ranging from the magnificent Snake 
Boat (Chundan) nearly hundred feet long and 
with 150 rowers, the smallest one which 
measures feet and accommodates dozen 
crew. The boats are scooped out single 
tree trunks, usually Kadampu and Anjili (Arto- 
carpus Hirsuta), skill, labour, time 
and money, into the making these boats 
which are objects envy and wonder from 
ages past. The most popular varieties Rac- 
ing Boats are called Chundan, Churulan, Odi, 
Paranthuvalan and and each differs 
from the other the shape the helm and 
prow, and capacity accommodate crew. The 
differences the construction the remaining 
parts the Boats are not, however, very pro- 
nouned, though the build naturally varies with 
the boats intended for the placid waters 
rivers and lakes, and the vessels which have 
ply over the open backwaters where waves and 


currents have encountered. Easy and 
swift manouver ability the principal concern 
with the making boats which race over rivers 
and lakes. water reduced the 
minimum these Boats. Their prows and 
helms are raised considerably high and the 
stremlining equally horizontal well verti- 
The Chundan and Odi are such racing 
boats. the construction boats intended 
negotiate open backwaters, care taken 
see that the cut water descends almost the 
keel and top-heaviness avoided keeping 
the helm and prow quite low. either end, 
the gunwale curved prevent waves 
dashing in, the Churulan type boats. 
The prow and helm these boats are 
identical build facilitate easy manouvering. 


The Chundan (Snake Boat) variety Race 
Boats usually 48} koles (one kole 
equivalent inches) long and accommodates 
100 150 persons. The Churulan Boats vary 
length from 12} Koles and their crew 
ranges from 36. The Odi also called 
Cheru Chundan has length 32} 
Koles, and have rowers. The length 
Parunthuvalan varies from 28} koles 
and accommodates rowers. The 
has also the same that 
Parunthuvalan but could take sixty person 
small variations the length and capacity 
the different types race boats are met with 
the boats constructed different localities. 


all the Race Boats the most imposing, 
picturesque, and costly the Chundan Snake 
Boat. The sterm the Snake Boat rises about 
feet from the water level, and embelished 
with exquisite ornamental the bur- 
nished brass and wood. The extent elaborate 
and expensive ornamentation, characteristic 
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Picturesque Boat Races held the merry ONAM Season 


the local craftsman traditional skill, indicates 
the wealth and eminence the owner the 
Boat. Long and narrow, the Snake Boats cut 
across the waters with majesty and grace. Few 


individuals only the wealthiest landlords, own 
Snake Boats for they are very expensive, cost- 
few thousands The majority Snake 


Boats are owned Karas (part 
the cost construction and maintenance 
the Boats being met the Karakkars, people 
the locality, Inthe Regattas, the different 
Karas owning Race Boats enter, and with 
determination inspired local patriotism 
strive their best knowk off the prize. The 
competition austere and keen, the 
mirth and revelry envelry enveloping it. 

The Race Boats use Kerala have much 


common with the war canoes the old 
American Indians, the Maoris New Zealand, 
and the aboriginal tribes the 
tropical countries, especially regard the 
shape and build, and the contri- 
vances propulsion. The striking similarity 


these country crafts different types 
non-white races, intrituing subject 
interest. seems certain that originally the 


Race Boats served war canoes 
tains. The ancestors the present Race 
Boats must have played important the 
territorial expansions of, and maintenance 
peace by, the old chieftains 
ies Chempakassery (Ambalapuzha), Kayam- 
colam, Thekkumkoor (Changanacherry) and 
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Vadakkumkoor (Kottayam the old Travan- 
corearea. may that the present annual 
boat races had their glorious origin the grand 
annual fleet reviews, with which, course 
time, traditional secular and religious associa- 
tions came linked and that with the dis- 
appearance maritime warfare, and conse- 
quent the liquidation the petty principal- 
ities and their absorption into the State 
Travancore, the grand, imposing 
pageants, reminding past glories 
ments great Race Warriors. 


Dressed spotless white cloth, with white 
head geer gracefully tied, the leading men 
the Karas take their places honour the 
Race Boats. The helmsmen, gay, experienced 
and confident, stand the tall stern the 
boats, with paddles their hands. 
astonishing watch how these veterans 
chalantly perch onto stern without 
losing balance, when the Snake Boats gleam 
across the waters throwing silver spray. The 
long, graceful, Snake Boats are launched 
dozens into the broad river amidst songs and 
loud cheer the accompaniment stentorian 
music drums and pipes. Red and green 
silk umbrellas, iesplendent with gold and silver 
brocade, and brightly coloured flags waving 
merrily the breeze, are carried some 
the Kara Pramanies (Leading men the 
locality) who take their places honour the 
boat. rows, one behind the other, sit the 
rowers with paddles. Songsters, pipers and 
other folk occupy every available inch space 
within the boat, and lustly cheer the rowers. 
The oarsmen putting every ounce their 
energy into their deft strokes which splash 
gleaming spray, the race boats shoot forward 


like foaming horses, while the large crowds 
spectators from either bank send chorus 
The voice the rowers too break out 
spirited song. Heard true oriental atmos- 
phere, these songs assume military character, 
inspite the normally peaceful dispositions 
the rowers and other participants. 


Several Roat songs high literary quality 
and musical charm have specially 
composed for being sung during Boat Races. 
The loud singing the boat songs groups 
people, each knowing his part perfectly, 
joining just the proper moment, without 
any hitch, provides delight and encouragement 
the rowers and lookers on. The best known 
Vanchipattu (Boat Song) classic Malayalam 
literature, full lyrical charm and 
poetry, Ramapurathu Variar’s, Kuchela 
Vrittam, Interesting and intriguing 
circumstances which this Boat Song came 
composed poverty stricken poet and 
sung before Soverign. Ramapurathu Variar, 
poet liberally favoured the Music 
emaciated poverty, was advised his 
friends pay his respects the then ruler 
Travancore, who had come tothe Vaikkam 
temple for worship. When the poet reached 
Vaikkom foot, greatly tried and 
starving, saw his absolute disappointment 
and agony thatthe Maharaja was about 
embark the Royal Boat the return 
journey the capital. The haggard and pity- 
evoking appearance the poet caught the 
searching eye the ruler, patron arts 
and letters. The Royal Master summoned 
Variar get into the Boat which the poet did 
with alacrity. being told that Ramapurathu 
Variar was indigent but devoted scholar 
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The pious folk believe that the 
God never fails inflict con- 
dign punishment dou- 
bters who redicule the 
religious significance 
ofethe Boat Races. 


poet, the Maharaja commanded him sing 
Boat Song the accompaniment 
which the oars-man could row, without feeling 
fatigue. The poet began the story 
KUCHELA VRITHAM, Kuchela’s visit 
Sri Krishna. The story was, indeed, most 
appropriate for Varier, like Kuchela was the 
poorest and neediest human being, and the 
Maharaja, like Lord Krishna, 
with all wealth, pomp and power. The story 
goes that the song VRITHAM 
which began sung Varitham, ended 
when the Royal Boat reached the Trivandrum 
landing ghat. The the 
plight his subject, the modern Kuchela, and 
proved himself veritable Sri Krishna 
honouring the post with riches and awards. 
KUCHELA VRITHAM, short, exquisite 


narrative lyrical poem, sung the row boat 
tune, the most popular 
the Boat songs vogue, The Matras 


each line, this boat tune conforms the 
metre the other popular paddle boat tunes 


which too have Matras the line. The 
tune full life and vigour 


suited for the purpose. KUCHELA VRITHAM 
was composed the first half the tenth 
centuary 


People Kerala are nature fond 
festivals. and humorous, the Malayalis 
react with clean philosophic outlook and 
titude changing vicissitudes fortune. 
Their national festivals wield considerable 
energising, integrating and entertaining influ- 
ence. their festivals, full colour and 
charm, and abounding human appeal, Kerala 
art crafts and culture live and speak direct 
and popular language. ‘‘Festivals when duly 
observed, attach men the civil and religious 
institutions their country evil there- 
fore when they fall into Bearing 
mind their exhortation Southey, the 
duty every Malayalee keep alive the 
national festivals Kerala among which Boat 
Races occupy the top-ranking place. 


The Editor invites articles the bibliographical notes the Folklorists the different 
States India and shall glad consider manuscripts pertaining folk-culture. 


All Correstondence British Indian Street, Calcutta-1, India. 
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(1) Oh, Builock! Move and move on, 
not worry 
After some time you would free, 
‘Sitaya Thakurani’ (Godess Sita) would 
serve you, 
Green grass and stream water. 
(2) purchased bullocks small cost, 
Broke their back, counting 
twenty four sixty. 
From early morning yoked the bullocks 
and drove them the field, 
Towards the midday felt thirsty. 
Looking back found, Radhika bringing cold 
rice for me, 
Not much rice rice water 
Pushing back the old bullocks energy 
was gone. 
Kanhai yoked the bullocks and drove 
them the field, 
Radha took cold-rice mixed with curd. 
(She) waited for hour, 
But Kanhai did not care. 
‘Oh, Kanhai how cruel, you black one, 
Let thy heart burst.’ 


oh, not 
the temple, 


Translated BHABAGRAHI MISRA from Dr. DAS’S, 


SOME SPECIMENS PLOUGH-MAN SONGS ODISHA* 


Thy hair curly thy loin thin 

The king Kalinga waiting take you 

(5) The peacock cast saway its feather 

the field, 
The maiden lifts her cloth the breast, 
looking the Youth. 

(6) the dusk comes the crow 


wants its nest, 
The maiden wants red towel and the youth 


his handkerchief. 

(7) Radhika says,’ Let Chandrasena die, 
And Kanhai enjoy the dress, bangles and 

turmeric.’ 
(8) Dew drops fall the early Margasira, 
The maiden feels sensation her body, 
How can bear young 


body, 
husband being away another country. 
(9) The pot turmeric artistically made 
begged for, the fair lady does not respond 
and give her youth. 
How long would you live, fair one 
Death would certainly take you away. 
(10) ‘Sarala’ the heaven, Mangala’ 
the earth, 
‘Adisakti’, the daughter Parvati the 
underworld. 
The ploughman (Siddha) prays ‘Sarala’ 
give him the power composing poems. 
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FOLK ART-MUSEUMS 
Upadhyaya 
Curator Folk-Art Museum, Allahabad 


The above article the first-hand knowledge the writter. 
his writtings that Sri Upadhyaya has little knowledge about the Museums Eastern 
India i.e. Indian Museum, Calcutta. Asutosh Museum, Calcutta, Assam State Museum 
Gauhati, Orissa State Museum, Bhubaneswar, other Museums Eastern Zone and some 
Museums Southern India, Delhi Kashmir. may publish another article Folk- 
Art Museum later issue. There may have some defacts the article but Sri Upadha- 
yaya doubt endeavoured make systematic study and can count one the 
pioneering work inspite all its shortcomings have undertaken its publication —Ed 


museum one which 
dedicated the life, work and creations 
the people that stratum society which 
works with its kinds artistic 
creations the common-man should collec- 
ted and preserved museum folk-art- 
India very rich classical well rural 
art. state this great country there 
are many castes which are devoted the 
cultivation typical The example 
Patuas Bengal may cited here who for 
many generation have kept alive the art 
painting the Pats. The potters 
immemorial have handed down the porterity 
Mohenjodaro and Harappa find beautiful 
specimen terracottas which may regarded 
the highewater mark The cave 
paintings which are found the hills 
Mirzapur and the former Sarguja State are the 
earliest examples art the folk. 
other part the world, there 


many museums which are exclusively devoted 
the collection and preservation 


apparant from 


but our country neither the attention the 
State Governments, nor the public drawn to- 
wards this important sideof our national culture. 
hoped that short account the origin 
and development the folk-art museums 
the world will prove interesting for our readers. 


History 


The credit for founding the first European 
folk-art-museum goes Dr. Artur Hazelius 
who founded Nordiska Museum 1872 
stockholm. was Hazelius who conceived the 
idea the vitalized museum which could 
collection homes, farm-houses, work-shops, 
where earlier rural life could re-created. 
1891 Dr. Hazelius’ private collection was set 
outdoor museum known Skansen. 
was brought various types buildings 
from many sections Sweden, and these 
buildings the whole complex folk-life was 
re-created, Dr. Hazeliu’s first folk-art museum 
worked model for other people. From 
Sweden, the movement spread Norway 
where Dr, Sanders Sandvig founded Sandvigske 


_ 
| 
ng 
d 


UPADHAYAYA 


Samlinger Lillehammer 1887. Denmark, 
Holland and Germany followed suit with 
re-creations their own early rural culture. 
many instances these museums became 
centres for the continuing crafts, folk-danc- 
ing and folk-music. 

America, the movement for folk-museum 
was started late. Beginning were made 
there with collections tools and implements. 
Impetus this movement was given the 
Early American Industries among 
whose leaders were Spragul and Allen 
Eaton. Notable collections are those the 
Buck Country Historical Society Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania and the Landis valley museum 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The New York State 
Agricultural Society made collection early 
1926. Here cobbler, weaver and 
cooper demonstrated the early crafts the 
rural people. 

Greenfield village, founded Henry Ford 
1929 Dearborn, like the 
Swedish Museums, sought bring togather 
actual buildings and arrange them 
natural pattern. great collection imple- 
ments housed the Edison Institute provides 
study collections craft tools and implements. 
Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia the most 
American outdoor Museum, while 
not folk-museum, does emphasize certain 
elements 18th century folk-life. Its craftsmen 
make wigs, pewter, furniture, shoes and iron 
work and these functions are carried with 
historical exactitude. The Farmer’s Museum 
Cooperstown, New York, operated the 
New York State Historical Association, has 
choosen its scope central New York State 
from 1780-1850 and seeks re-create and 
preserve many different aspects folk-life 


possible. The main building contains impor- 


tant collections household implements, farm 
and craft tools, but increasingly the emphasis 
upon demonstration hand-skills. Flax grown 
the property completely processed, broken 
swingled, spun and woven. The carding 
spinning and weaving wool and the making 
rope, wood-working with the early tools and 
broom-making are still shown. The Farmer’s 
Museum has important library relating 
American Folk-Culture and large Manuscript 
Fenimore House, the museum history and 
art directly across the road and also operated 
the State Historical Association, there one 
the most important collection American 
Folk-Art the country. 


The emphasis American Folk-Museum 
upon the way life the working people. 
seeks recreate their environement 
their mind-skills and hand-skills, their 
arts and crafts common place earlier 
period. 

Important Folk-Art 


There are many important folk-art museums 
all over the world where the artistic creations 
the common men have 
Even those museums which are completely 
devoted Archeology and Anthropology some 
articles folk-art are preserved. Herea list 
some important museums India and 
abroad given which will show the vastness 
the creative art the rural people. may 
noted here that perhaps there museum 
our country which exclusively devoted 
folk-art. 


Victoria and Albert Museum, Bombay 


This museum very rich articles 
interest such images gods 
and goddesses stone and bronze ancient 
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coins. inscriptions, terracottas etc. Besides these 
possesses Himalayan tribal masks, models 
Indian games, different kinds head dresses 
put the people the States 
this great country. 


The most important folk-art museum 
Poona which unfortunately not known the 
outside world. the creation one man’s 
untiring labour and his genuine interest 
folk-art. Shri Kelkar the owner this 
museum very energetic man and has 
spent money like anything equip his museum 
from all sorts articles rural art. What 
impresses one the most, his large collection 
Indian lamps, nut cutters, inkstands, kum-kum 
boxes, lime boxes etc. There are more than 250 
varieties lamps collection. These 
lamps are made brass the shape diffe- 
rent beasts and birds. One the peacock 
shaped lamps has the oil container the tail 
the bird and the lamps are just bellow the feet. 
The oil down from the tail the feet 
and thus the lamp keeps burning. The lamp 
the shape elephant contains oil 
the head the animal and its constant 
flow keeps the lamp burning which attached 
the lower part the trunk. There are 
several kinds nut-cutters which are made 
the shape particular animal bird. Some 
them contain the images gods and 
goddesses. Lovers are also depicted there who 
are engaged their emorous sports. 


There are many cotton and silken pieces 
cloth where fine needle work made. This 
shows the great artistic skill the women who 
have been able produce such pieces arts 
Many specimens wood-work are there where 
fine engravings have Shri Kelkar 
has been able bring wooden doors from 


Andhra Pradesh which images gods and 
goddesses have been ingraved. The fine work- 
manship these artists really wonderful. 
There another museum Poona own 
Poddar which have several metalic 


designs lamps, nut cutters betel and lime 
boxes. 


The Government Museum, Madras 
rich articles folk-art. contains many 
kinds South Indian Musical instruments, 
models huts used primitive Indian tribes, 
objects the Malayali devildancers, materials 
used socery local priests and specimens 
human sacrificial posts. The central Museum, 
Nagpur contains different kinds head dresses 
used the tribal people Madhya Pradesh, 
amulets and ornaments the tribal people 
Madhya Pradesh, amulets and arnaments used 
the local aborginal tribes and some beautiful 
photographs illustrating life and customs 
The Government Napier Museum, Trivendrum 
(Kerala) possesses many life-size ethnological 
figures, miniature, models, jeweelry and objects 
illustrating the cultures the tribes and castes 
Kerala. Many kinds toys, charms 
and articles worship local are pre- 
served the Baroda State Museum, 
Baroda. There are collections objects 
re-presenting local folk-life the Gass Forest 
Museum, Coimbatore. The Archaeological 
museum, Lucknow houses some very beautiful 
but small models tribal men and women 
inhabiting this land. There are fine specimens 
articles folk-art preserved the Bharat- 
Kala Bhavan, Hindu University, Banaras. Thus 
find many items rural-art enshrined 
different museums our great country. 

Foreign Museums 

The people foreign countries have pre- 

served their folk-arts with more care than our- 
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selves. why there many museums 
their country which are devoted exclusively 
the collection rural and primitive art. 
present here, for the interest our readers 
short account these museums. 


Australia—The National 
Zoology, Geology and Ethnology, Melbourne 
possesses Australian totemic ceremonial objects, 
clothings, ornaments, well mourning, 
burial and other ceremonial objects Austra- 
lian New Guinea and South Islands, 
Ethnological collections group Maori 
stone and wooden 


Ceylon—Kandy Museum, Ceylon treasures 
the specimens life and economy the Sin- 
halese the days the Sinhalese kings, inclu- 
ding musical and ceremonial instruments, 
temple articles, masks, costumes; charms, 
articles used sports and games execution 
knives and other materials. 


China—The Shanghai 
Museum, Shanghai encompass 
trative all the races mankind, modern and 
aboriginal Chinese materials, implements and 
objects, official beads, Chines pipes, glomancer’s 
compasses, surgical instruments, Peiping 
toys, stone artifacts, oracle boxes, cowry shells, 
glass beads, bronze mirrors, pottery, tomb 
figures, stone carvings etc. 


Denmark—The principal agency for the 
collection and exhibition folk-lore material 
the National Museet, Copenhagen. The 
Danish folk-museum treating the peasant 
culture Denmark, division the Natio- 
nal Museet. Royal library Copen- 
hegan are preserved the archives Danish and 
Scandinavian folk-music, ballads, 


proverbs, folk-dances, folk-life and unpublished 


information every aspect scandianavian 
folk-lore. 


Finland—The open air Museum Seura- 
sarian important division the National 
Museum folk museum illustrating Finish 
peasant culture. 


France—‘Musee’ Humme’, Paris in- 
corporating the ethnological Institute the 
University Paris, one the world’s princi- 
pal museums for collecting, studying exhibi- 
ting, everything that concerns the human being 
all his many-fold aspects. combines one 
scientific pursuit physical anthropology, pre- 
history, archaeology, ethnology, ethnography, 
sociology, philology and folk-lore. possesses 
specimens from all parts the world. Muse’s 
des Arts Traditions Populaires’ Paris has one 
the foremost general ethnological collections 
existence. ‘Musee’ Guimet, Paris enshrines 
materials pertaining the religions India, 
central Asia, China and Japan togather with 
Khmer antiquities and large Budhist collec- 
tion. Germany, Museum Fiir Deutsche 
Volkskunde and the Museum Volkerkunde, 
both Berlin, possess extensive general collec- 
tions. 

Great Britain—The British Museum Lon- 
don, perhaps the greatest museum the 
world. There are collections from all parts 
the world its departments archaeology 
and ethnology. Pitt Rivers Museum (Oxford 
University, Department ethnology) posse- 
sses magical and religious objects from all over 
the world, toys and games and mate- 
rials illustrating the treatment the dead and 
enemies various cultures throughout the 
world. Anthropological Museum the Uni- 
versity Aberdeen, Scotland contains prehis- 
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toric and historic objects pertaining religion, 
dress and ornaments well home life, arts 
and crafts, music, games the world. 


Besides these big museums, there are seve- 
ral folk-art museums England which are 
mainly concerned with materials rural art. 
Folk-Museum, Lodging, 
Gloucester folk-culture and his- 
torical relics from 1500. 
Stranger’s Hall Folk-Museum, Norwich; Nor- 
folk illustrates the domestic life the citizens 
Norwich from 16th the 19th century. 
The folk-museum section York Castle Muse- 
um, York contains restorations typical Geor- 
gian and Jacobean shops. Man Village Folk 
Museum, Cregneash, Isle Man exhibits the 
chief characteristics traditional life shown 
the natural environment Man community. 


Open-Air Museum; Belfast exhi- 
bits those articles that illustrate the domestic 
life, craftmanship and social activities the 
people Ulster. 


New Zealand—Auckland War Memorial 
Meseum, Auckland possesses Maori exhibits, 
speciments the arts and crafts the Polyne- 
sian, Melanesian, and Papuan peoples anda 
collection. The Maori 
group includes war canoes, tribal meeting 
house, carved store-houses, ornaments, carved 
burial boxes and feather 

Poland—Is very small country but has 
very rich folk-art tradition. There are scores 
museums this land which collect and pre- 
serve the priceless relics folk-art. The 


museum ethnography Warsaw has the 
biggest collection the ethnographical objects 
all Poland 


Sweden—With over 700 (seven hundred) 
open-air museum, most them folk-museums, 


the country the beginning 1950, 
Sweden has perhaps the finest national pro- 
gramme existence for the exhibition folk- 
lore material. The unique and extensive sys- 
tem open-air museums headed the 
famous Open Air Museum Skansen. 


Turkey—Ethnographical Museum; Ankara 
and Museum Oriental Antiquities, Istanbul 
have exhibits illustrative Turkish, near 
Eastern and Oriental folk-lore. 


Russia— Moscow Historical Museum posses- 
ses implements, houses, and monestery from 
the 17th century. Typical the regional folk 
museums the Chelyabinsk Museum Local 
Lore which exhibits many articles rural art. 
Museums treating the cultures all Russia 
are the State Museum Antropology, 
and Museum Ethnography the Academy 
Sciences, Leningrad; and the Museum the 
people the Moscow. After the 
establishment Soviet Republic, the Russian 
Government has gone ahead than other govern- 
ments the world collect and preserve the 
folk-art, folk-culture and folk-religions, and 
traditions their people. 


United States America 

American people have preserved their folk- 
art, folk-literature and folk-culture with meti- 
culous Each and every State America 
has dozens museums which enshrine the 
artistic creations the rural folk. Several Uni- 
versities have their own museums Antoropo- 
logy and Ethnology. The Field Museum 
Natural History, Chicago one the princi- 
pal agencies the world for the collection and 
exhibition ethnological material Far Eas- 
tern cultures. addition the materials 
relevant the people China, Tibet, Japan, 
India, Siberia and Korea the museum possesses 
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ethnological material the Eskimos, red 
Indians etc. The University Illinois, Urbana 
houses several museums value the study 
folk-lore; among these the ‘Museum 
European Culture’ ‘Wayne Country Historical 
Association’; Richmond, preserves American, 
Indian materials, early American, China ware 
furniture, looms, farm implements, vehicles, 
costumes, musical instruments 
other folk art materials. The Museum the 
University Missouri, Deptt. Sociology, 
Columbia possesses American Indian imple- 
ments and weapons, pottery from Missouri and 
ethnological material from Fiji, China and 
Philippines. American Museum Natural 
History; New York, has comprehensive collec- 
tions illustrating the evolution man and 
the races man together with great number 
anthropological and ethnological collections. 
Heye Foundation Museum the American 
Indian; New York, contains 
material the Indian cultures North and 
South America, including weapons, implements 
tools, utensils, ceremonial objects, burial arti- 
facts, clothing, toys, medicine, totemic objects, 
costumes, musical instruments and materials 
illustrating tribal customs. Washigton State 
Museum the university Washinton pre- 
serves objects ethnology Eskimos and 
the people philippines. 

From the above short account the diffe- 
rent museums the world clear 
vast amount folk-art material preserved 
therein. our country very little attention 
given collect the artistic creations the 
common man, the finest specimens folk- 
art are gradually dying out. Fortunately, Dr. 
India and Secretary, Indian 
Research Institute, Allahabad, has founded 
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Folk-Art Museum the sacred 
Prayag order preserve the rural arts and 
crafts this great country. This folk art 
museumology our land. 

Folk-Art Museum Allahabad 

The Folk-art museum 
tion the artistic creations the rural people. 
It’s different sections are being equipped with 
the best specimens folk-art. present 
there are the following sections each con- 
taining different items art. 

(2) Folk-ornaments. 

(3) Implements. 

(5) 

(6) Wood-work. 

(8) Weapons, 

(9) Paintings. 

(10) Reproductions. 

(11) Plaster-casts. 

(12) Embroidery. 

(13) Musical instruments. 

(14) Coins. 

(15) Leather work. 

The section folk-dresses possesses Saris, 
Dhotis, Lungis, Langots, Choli, Jama, 
Kurta, Sehla, Terben, Kanto, Caps, Shoes, 
Wooden Sandles etc. There are different kind 
Saris put village women. Some 
them are printed various colours. special 
kind Sari known which has 
many stripes red, yellow, green and orange 
colours. The borders these female garment 
are woven with different kinds birds and 
beasts. Jhula which borne Bhojpuri 
women represents the modern jumper. 
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Sehla head- dress 


going out vogue now. 
which put bride-grooms the occa- 
sion their marriage. 


woolen cap which put old men during 
the winter season order protect their head 
from severe cold. are many designs 
shoes. one them known 
which named after chamars—a low caste- 
who are used make it. made out 
the hide cows and bullocks and very 
stiff. order make this shoe soft, oil and 
curd are poured into it. sandles have 
many designs. Many them are engraved 
with the designs animals and birds. 


folk-ornaments this museum. may 
said that many these ornaments have gone 
out fashion and they are longer put 
educated ladies. Mangtika head-orna- 
ment which only the time marri- 
age. Karnaphul ear ornament and the 
old design modern ear-rings. Nathuni 
big circular ring which put the right 
side the nose. This ornament was very 
famous the olden days and mentioned 
inmany folk-songs. Like Nathiya, Kantha 
agold crnament Kadas are used the lower 
portion the feet just above the ankle. 
There are more than one hundred designs 
folk-ornaments which are use one region 
Bhojpuri Pradesh only, 


Different implements various professional 
castes such Goldsmith, Blacksmith, Carpen- 
ter, Potter and the peasant have been collected 
this museum. Rukhani, Basula, Ari, are 
some the instruments the carpenter with 
which works. Hathaura and Chheni are 


used blacksmiths press the iron rod and 
tocut into pieces, 


There are the miniature 


ploughs attached with furrows and the yoke 
which are used the peasant for cultivation 
purposes. 


The section Terracottas contains some 
beautiful clay images Hindu gods and godde- 
sses such Ganesh, Hanuman, Durga, Krishna 
Ram, Laxmi etc. There image 
Ardhanarishwar (half Shiva Parvati) 
which very fine and lively. The rural artist 
has put his best creat this exquisite piece 
art. The (Tundil) Ganesh with 
have Vahna the mouse another article 
attraction. There are big Mangal Kalashas 
(auspicious jars) preserved the museum 
which various kinds folk-dances are painted. 
There are the Mathura, The Boul 
dance Bengal, the Manipuri dance, the chha- 
peli dance Kumaun etc. 


The museum rich metal work. There 
are many designs brass lamps, nut cutters, 
betel-boxes, limecontainers and toys. These 
metal lamps are beautiful productions rural 
which still preserved the state 
Bombay. These lamps are made the shape 
different animals and birds. the days 
Maratha rulars these metal lamps were used 
decorate their palaces. difficult find 
out the place where the oil stored these 
lamps. bird-shaped lamps, sometimes the 
oil contained under the tail, other times 
the beak the bird. The animal shaped 
lamps have their oil-containers the hollowed 
belly head the animal. Generally, the 
lamps are attached the feet the animal 
the bird. The nut-cutters represent the differ- 
ent shapes animals, birds, gods and godde- 
sses. The betel boxes are made brass 
copper silver and contain many designs. All 
these articles folk-art have been brought 
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from Bombay State. sad that these rural 
artists are gradually being thrown out 
employment. 


There are some beautiful small images 
gods and goddesses carved out The 
image Rakshasi who used kill small 
children very attrative. She has protracted 
nose, big belly and small feet. has been 
brought the museum from ruined temple 
near Shankargarh (Distt. Allahabad). 
supposed that this idol was kept there for wor- 
ship please this deity, that, she may not 
kill young children. The other figure that 
Yakshini with broad nose and thick lips. 


The section musical instruments posse- 
sses folk instruments such the drum, jhals, 
sarangi, majira and damaru, bells and couch- 
shells. The drum always accompanied with 
song. The Damaru the favorite musical 
instrument Lord Shive, the time his 
Arati isalways used. The Bells and the 
couchshels are also used for the same purpose. 
There are some punchmarked coins the 
Cabinet the museum. coin Auranzeb 
bears the legend ‘Aurangzeb Alamgir’ another 
coin former State Hyderabad belonging 
arular the Asafjahi dynesty. Some coins 
from Nepal and other Indian States which have 


now been merged the Indian Union are 
there. They contain interesting legends which 
throws light many aspects Indian history 
and culture. 


There are many specimens fine needle 
work the museum. Some 
(femals garments) are studded with small pieces 
glass which are very attractive. There are 
bed-sheets which beautiful birds and beasts 
are carved out with the help multi-coloured 
threads. The choice colour the female 
artist praisworthy. The Kantha another 
piece art. Bengal has reached the 
highest watermark rural art. The Bengali 
artists take great care painting the Kanthas 
with the images Hindu gods and goddesses. 
There special class artists Bengal 
known Patuas who perform this job. Sujani 
used the village people bedding. But 
painting done it. 


Small Daliyas, which are used the rural 
folk for putting little quantity corn, are fine 
examples village art. These Daliyas are made 
out reed grass and They are 
multi-colours and proportionate. This art 
fast dying out because modern educated girls 
not care preserve it. 
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SOME ASPECTS BENGALI FOLK-LITERATURE 


PANCHANAN MANDAL 
Visvabharati University, Santiniketan 


spontaneous expression feelings 
made the village poets known the 
folk-literature. should not taken granted 
that all the writings this type are unique 
their features. our object discuss few 
rare pieces from many specimens far dis- 
covered. The Bengali folk-literature may 
broadly divided into the following three Sections, 
(1) Historical Ballads, (2) Songs and Verses and 
(3) Strings, Proverbs, Maxims, Riddles, Fairy 
tales and Bengali Mantras. 


Historical Ballads: The following books 
come within the category Historical Ballads. 
(a) Maharastra puran (about the raids the 
Bargis) Gangaram, written after the Pau- 
ranik style, (b) Ballad the Santhal rebellion 
Birbhum (West Bengal) Raikrisna Das, 
(c) Pratapcandra-lilarasa-sangit, describing the 
stories the so-called pseudo-Pratapchand 
Burdwan-Raj-family, Anupchandra Dutta, 
(d) Kantanama Dewan Manulla Mandal 
(edited late Dr. Bhattasali the 
basis Ms. found Dinajpur), (e) Beharo- 
danta Vrindesuari, queen Cooch-Bihar, (f) 


wazir Krisnakisor Manikya, Maharaja 
Tippera, (g) Jiban Charitra 


Chatterji, etc. 


Many historical events took their shape 
small ballads. For examples, ‘Nay anar kavir 


pancali’ the poet Krishnaharidas North 


Bengal, with the afair Sitaram Ray, Zamindar 
Vardhan Kuthi Rangpur town. The 
Historical Ballad regarding the divine incard- 
nations the Britishers was written the 
poet Ramprasad Maitra North Bengal and 
was published later on. The poem runs thus— 


have also examples ‘Rastar kabita’ 
the Ballad Road-making, written Madan- 
mohan and Radhamohan where the poet descri- 
bed the conflict between Chaitanya Sinha—the 
and also making the Road from Chandalagar 
Salikha (Howrah, B.). Mention may 
made that the following books discovered 
North Bengal, (a) Ballad the auspicious 
bath Mahasthangar, known ‘Pausnarayani 
sdnan‘ written Ddvija Gaurikanta Bagura, 
(b) ‘Brahmaputra-mahatmya-kavita’ and (c) 
the Ballad Sona-Raya, the tiger-diety, 
unknown author. ‘Sonadhaner Git’ (edited 
Sri Rajmohan Nath Ballads Earthquake, 
Whirlwehind, Chaudhurir larai fight among 
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the Chaudhuries) are the notable finds from 
East Bengal (East Pakistan). 


The earliest ballad love discovered 
from Burdwan West Bengal, ‘Damini- 
charitra’ Swarup like mention here that 
during the last ten years Visvabharati collected 
more than six thousand Bengali manuscripts and 
has published the selected Mss. two volumes. 
(i. ‘Punthi- parichaya’ Vol. and II). 

quoted below which offers detailed information 
about many localities and the level their 
culture,— 


The description the flood havoc caused 
the Damodar,the Ajaya, and Mayuraksi and 


the woes the common people are very 
common finds. People cala- 
mity with the activity two deities—Dak and 
Deur and 

harrowing tales the people, with the best 
personal touch. The river Damodar known 
which brought upon the 
people living near its bank. However, let 
quote here few lines from Dwarakanath,— 


and others 
miseries and 


and devastation 
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This item includes 
Panchali, Dhapkirtan, Yatra, Arya-tarja, Bolan, 
Sari and Jari gan, adoration various gods 
and goddesses, Kavi gan, Kheur, Akhraigan, 
Baul gan, Kautukrase gan, songs 
concerning various rural occupations, etc. 
rare specimen Jari gan describing the tragic 
Karbala episode published the first volume 
Punthi-parichaya. Here are few lines 
from old Jari gan,— 


Sannyasi Krishnagiri has written praise 
Vakranath, tutelary deity village Vakreswar 
Pitha Birhbum West Bengal The 
collection contains many 
such pieces adoration local deities. Among 
this type Mss. special mention may made 
Kanai Das. 


(2) Songs and Verses 


few songs rural frolics and amusements 
have been specimen which 


describing the rural people’s attachment for 
tobacco given here. 


parallel character Thak chacha depic- 

ted gharer famous Bengali 

depicts the traits and characters hypocrit. 

The Mss. was written 

the poet Digambar and was translated Gadai 

starts this way,— 
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the end, the poet adds his colophon 
along with warning his readers. 


Another interesting example found 
Haturam Chakravartys grief. Being non- 
kulin was obliged remain bachelor until 
the age sixty. This rare piece poetry 
though the language and style are not high 
dissatisfied human cravings his disgust to- 
wards the existing social order, these lines 
which are given below,— 


Some other examples this type are Daser 
Mahatmya Ramanath Ray, Sasuri-Bauer 
kondal Suk-dukhadas perhaps Pen 
name), Ticha-tichini-kahini unknown 
poet, etc. like note here that Visvabharati 
has collected more than three hundred songs 
Kayayoga and mostly these are composed 
the Bauls West Bengal. 

(3) Strings, Proverbs, Maxims, Riddles, 
Fairy tales and Bengali Mantras, etc. 
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order acquainted with these gems 
folk literature have consult the old 
and mediaeval Bengali literature, history 
Apabhramsa, Pali, Prakrit, Sanskrit and the 
old Indo-Aryan Languages, and also 
through the Mss. Koran, kabam, Kecha, 
Bayet written Arabic and Parsian, and 
have search out the chronicles contem- 
porary events and study Historical literature. 
Thousands such poems were collected from 
the village folk. are some examples,— 


Similar songs Radhakrishna episode could 
found the chapter Bharakhanda Sri 


Krishnakirtan dated 15th century A.D. 


another instance find the expression love 
the simplest form and think may 
immortal for the touch eternity,— 


Bengali women—especially those who be. 


long the lower classes—are remarkably fond 


spicing their talk with all sorts broken 


verses and proverbs. These are called chara 
string) and reciting them known chara 
kata (to spin verses). their quarrels, too, 
Bengali women are apt quote series 
sicings, verses and maxims. 


These proverbs are concerned with woman’s 


own peculiar province, that is, her own people, 
her own household, and her own 
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The exceptional relation between mother and 
her child has been emphasised good num- 
ber them. Not few them glorify the 
mother above all other relations. great 
number them reveal the cruel tortures 
newly-wedded girls, snatched from the bosom 
their loving parents and away dis- 
tant homes. There are good many proverbs 
regarding the worthlessness and veliness the 
daughter-in-law, regarding the co-wife, ridi- 
cules the son-in-law residing with his wife’s 
parents etc. 


quite possible that some the popular 
maxims may traced far back the early 
the middle Indo-Aryan period. Thus the 
Bengali proverb— 


—has its with— 

“Jamatrartham srapitasya supader atithyu- 
II. 
Another example proverb given here,— 

There large number Bengali Mexims, 


from which quote here one two ins- 
tances— 


Riddle collected from Chandimangal 
Mukundaram Kavikankan given below,— 


SOME ASPECTS BENGALI FOLK LITERATURE 


Similar example noticed Madhabanala- 
Anandadhara. Strikingly similar passages can 
traced Madhabanala-kamakandala-Caupai 
written Gujrati-Hindi Kusalalabha. For 
comparison let quote parallel passage from 
ratho yati bhumau 
tisthati sarathih, calate Vayubegena padamekam 

And from Kusalalabha,— 

ratha jai 

Khandetri baisai bhui thai, 

Ati ucchaka calai 

pag nabi thai 

Recently Sj. Ajay Kumar Chakravarti 
Dhubri (Assam) has published volume 
Manikya Miitirer Katha, written the first 
part the eighteenth century This book 
Fairy tales. 

Let now havea look the sources 
Bengali Mantras. The following Mantra can 
reveal the philosophy Manasamangala—the 
old Bengali Kavya the 
Manasa. This Mantra chanted till now 
cure snake-bite,— 
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Jalali Kalima Dharmamangala-Kavya 
unfold the story the invasion Orissa 
the middle the fourteenth century 
Firoz Shah Tughlak—the Emperor Delhi. 
And obtain clues this event the 
following lines Bengali Mantra,— 

Allow read out another Mantra which 
deals with magic, the name Bhelamukhi 
Manasa,— 

quote here few lines healing balm 
which induce sleep,— 


Sources these Bengali can 

traced even Atharvaveda-Samhita, which 

elaborate discussion falls outside the scope 

this paper. Let giving 

village maxim which runs 


Important 
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SILK AND COTTON CLOTH 
Industries The Tribals 


the aboriginals. Independant they are, 
circumstances have moddled them sharpen 
their geniousness earn their livelihood 
utilizing the local raw material. There 
other go, they are not financed the govern- 
ments directed the technical experts, but 
this their inheritance. certainly owe 
these industries their deceased ancestors 
who experimented the cost their labour 
and after attaining success, passed their 
sons and grandsons. Thus history be- 
hind written glorious pages human 
experiences. 

These tribals, prepare things their daily 
requirements, and manufacture numerous 
things out which handloom cloth their 
main industry which they are unequal. Tak- 
ing Kacharis into consideration, the culture 
silk worm their chief industry. prepared 
form castor oil plant. First all, the cocoons 
castor oil plants are suspended festoons 
within cord for fifteen days till the cocoons 
appear buterfly shape. are collected 
with care, after that and placed receptacle 
the end three four days eggs resembling 
like grains make their appearance large num- 
further period days these eggs 
are hatched and gradually turns 
white. Within three days the worm used 


cast its skin and two weeks later the insect 


Starts framing cocoon. Small bundles man- 
leaves plantain are loosely tied together 
and placed within the broad brackets bam- 
boo platform and after few days the actual co- 
coon takes place. The insect itself takes light 
brilliant colour rustling sound pro- 
ceeding form its movements The 
cocoons are stowed away usually earthen 
vessel atter perfectly washed water and dried 
sun. The quarters insects are kept 
scruplously clean and food supplied regularly. 


They are spun the looms which are very 
simple and prepared the Kacharis them- 
selves. These looms are set upon shady part 
and the work started the ladies the 
house working placidly the loom and manag- 
ing the household affairs the day. Thus the 
Kachari women manufacture silk which very 
useful specially the cold season. Being very 
costly and warm very durable. 
also. 


Among the tribes habitating the Arabian 
tract, the Lakhrs are also noteworthy for their 
cottage handloom cloth industry. The cotton 
flower gets ready December and cleaned 
wooden gin which like small mangle 
with two rollers geared resolve opposite 
directions when operated. The cotton 
passes through and behind. 
When the cotton ready for spinning into 
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thread wool prepared out long and 
diamater. After that wound wooden 
cross bar and immediately required for 
use placed earthen pot and allowed 
boil with rice make stiff. Soon after 
the rice being taken out and the cotton 
placed onthe bamboo poles. The thread 
streached and brushed with pandanus brush 
remove the rugged ends. When the hanks 
the thread are dry they are placed 
thread winder and thence wound into balls 
round asmall stone ready for 
weaving. 

order make more durable the thread 
spun again. The ordinarily only one ply 
thread spun but two ply thread also spun 
for coarse cloth. 

efficient weaver produces perfectly woven 
material. The pattern worked between 
the thread andthe small coloured pieces 
cotton and silk are used. For the plain weaving 
single heddled loom can work, but for elaborate 
patern many heddled loom necessary. takes 
seven years fora weaver master the art 
weaving. 

Dyeing interesting note that dyeing 
the art women and men are forbidden 
taken part the operation. The Lakher women 
know only blue and yellow dyes. The blue 
colour prepared from the leaves wild 
indigo. For the dyeing purpose the leaves are 
boiled the water and are squeezed intoa 
wooden log through the thread. After this the 
thread taken out and the trough 
and boiled leaves are placed its top. the 
end wrung out and hung the sun 
dry. Sometimes the Lakhers crush the bark 
the arzen tree aad boil this the 
liquid strained of. After that the thread 
steeped the liquid The Lakhers 


have red dye but now they purchase from 
the market. 


The Orans Chota Nagpur district 
Bihar also produces cotton, grown their 
fields. The seeds are previously taken out 
means instrument called Rahta and 
the cotton feased out means cotton 
cleaner. The cotton spun Oraon women 
with spindle called charkhi made wood and 
iron. The thread accumulated thin 
bamboo and twisted with the help stone 
instrument called Dhera. The 
excelled the art hamming garments and 
prepare various borders with red thread 
floral design. 

Another use cotton for them pre- 
pareness for fishing. The ropes are prepared 
with fibres Kudrum the Sibai grass 
which grows the ridges upland stems, 
The stems Kudrum are gethered Novem- 
ber and made into bundles and put out the 
the pith and seperated means fingers, 
Lastly these fibres are twisted into ropes 
means rope These ropes are used 
for various domestic purposes, 

The Baigas and other tribes Bihar and 


Madhya Pradesh also prepare coarse cloth for 
their daily uses. Backwards they are called 
the civilized world know their 
minds constructive way and can see that 
they can also produce various varieties cloth 
silk and cotton. these industries are given 
adequate support the Governments concern 
then will not only help them financially but 
the tribes will advance from their aboriginal 
status. instigate them struggle for seats 
the assembles not support but 
exploitation. The famous Eri Silk and Cotton 
cloth Lakhers the noblest examples 
aboriginal work. pity think that being 
much advance cloth industry they are still 
called aboriginals. 
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WORSHIP RANNADE 
GUJRATI FOLK-LORE AND LITERATURE 


Prof. PUSHKER CHANDERVAKER (Ahmadabad) 


HEN Aryans came India 
versial problem even to-day, though 

enough light has been thrown learned 
scholars East and West. spite it, there 
are differences opinions setting the exact 


date the arrival the Aryans this country. 


But also established fact that soon 
they settled the banks Sapta Sindhu 
Rivers the north-west this country, they 
spread their culture and thoughts through their 
writings. The Rigveda considered one 
the earlist books the Aryans. When this 
scripture was written and when its hymns were 
recited unsettled point, but all that 
can said that the oldest them cannot 
from later than the thirteenth century 


the Rigveda, powers nature have been 
personified ‘Surya’—the Sun. 
bodily parts are often merely illustrative the 
phenomena nature which they represent. 
‘Aditya Surya Savitar one them. 
That God considered the beneficent, night 
nourisher and generator all life and activity.” 

“He all-seeing, the spy the whole 
world, beholding the good and bad deeds 
mortals. arouses men activity. 
drives away disease and evil dreams. All 


creatures depend him and all creating.(1) this name folk-song which runs follows 


from the Rigveda’, Mr. Page No. 29. 


And Mr. Macdonell has said 
play insignificant part the 
Rigveda. The only one importance 
‘Dawn’. Next comes—Sarswati, 
goddess, and Vac, ‘Speech’. The wives the 
great Gods are still more insignificant,—lacking 
all individuality. They are mere names formed 
from those their consorts, Indrani ‘wife 

The above statement can also applicable 
the wife the Sun-God. the Rigveda, 
her—existence not seen anywhere though 


tenth mandal the Rigveda. But 
that the daughter the Sun- 


God. reference being found 
the Rigveda the wife the Sun- 
God. But folk-culture Gujarat, she 
highly gracefully respected, worshipped, 
popular and known. She known Rannade 

She also known line from 
Gujarati folk-song runs thus 

She the wife the Sun-God and she 
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Then other folk-song contains line having 


Lastly, two more names her are found 
Gujarati folk-songs, and 

There line running under 

Thus folk-songs, get the 


different six names Rannade, the Sun 
Goddess. 


Dr. Bhayani, his book entitled 
has written note the word 
Randal. says that the ‘Yogshastra’ 
Hemchandra, get word that means 
the wife the 


believes that the origin the word 

Mr. Williams finds out its origion ina 
sanskrit word but sucha form not 
found classical Sanskrit language. 
“Sarth Gujarati there isa word, 
The editor this book 
believe that has come from Sanskrit word 
Vardhmansuri 11th Century there 
word which stands for the wife 
the inscriptions Nagara, get her 
name. 


But Brahman literature such 
found. She is, them, known Dr. 
Vasudev Sharan Agarwal also the opinion 
that the word has derived from 


Thus find many different opinions the 
derivation the word Dr. Agar. 
wal believes that has come from while 
others from and some, from 

also controversial problem, that when 
came India. very clear that 
two thousand years, she was neither worshipped 
Gujarat nor the other part India, 
trace her found any old 
and ancient books our country. Dr. 
Agarwal believes that the Sun Goddess 
worshipped persia. She was known 
She came India with S’akas. means her 
and 13th century, the worship 
must have been very popularin Gujarat 
But her worship was widely spread all 
ners Kathiawar when the Kathis, Sakatribe 
Kathis started rule over Kathiwar th’ 
9th century and 10th century. The Surya 
their Chief. Godven to-day that race wor 
small town, where there the temple 
whose followers are only Kathis. From, 
this can draw inference that with 
worshipped. And what qualities, metirs, powers; 
magics and energies are posessed the 
God, are being possessed the Sun Goddess, 
Rannade. can say this much, that 
has partly got her being from holy books 
partly from folk’s imagination. 

The Sun-God ‘has power fertilise the 
land while the same power has 


the 
from folk-song. 
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Like the sun she the light giver. 


She also position give new 
limbs the human bodies, especially those 
who have lost their legs, 


Then she has gift give light and also visicn 
those who have lost it. 

Like the Sun-God, she has power bestow 
wealth those who are poor. the Rigveda 
there 


This can also compared with Gujarati line, 
whichoccurs folk-poem under; 


thus that she has power give light, 
fertilise woman and give limbs. 

There also folk-story the sun God 
and his marriage Gujrat which reflects 
the character and power the Sun-God with 
whom Rannade has wedded. The Sun-God, 
the folk-story, the nourisher the whole 


world and all living-beings(4). The wedding 


Rannade with the Sun-God has attributed the 
qualities and powers her queen Just 
the Sun-God the giver light, good crop, 
curer deseases, and giver sons, 
the observer all things(5), the wife the Sun- 
God has the same power cure human beings 


physically and mentally too. She also asso- 
ciated with water. Mr, Jackson, 
writes Folk-lore Notes Vol. 
that the Goddess—Rannadevi resides, 
water. There small village named Dadava, 
near Bhavnagar Saurastra where find her 


abode ina well just touching the surface 
water. 


She has her own seperate temples Sauras- 
tra, one Dadava, second Bagvadar near 
Porbandar and also Kindar Kheda. small 
temples miniature are found, practically, 
everywhere villages. The writer 
has seen idol Rannade along with Surya 
Kheralu, small town the north Gujarat. 
The idol the Sun-God the temple 
Greek origin. Along with the the 
idol two other female idols are with the Sun 
God, the base same white marble stone. 
out that one image the Rannade and 
second the Annpurna, the second wife 
the Sun-God. And thus can say, the wor- 
ship the Goddess Randal, favourite Vrat 
with Gujarati women. the South Guja- 
rat, there named Surat the river 


bank the Tapi. Opposite Surat 
there small village 
and there one Ghat named 
Ashvnikumar. These four are associated with 


Surya, the Sun-God and the Sun-Goddess. 
also believed the area that the whole 
family the Sun-God being 
worship seen all over Gujarat. And also 
the area which adjoining the border Guja- 
rat. Few songs are being seen ina 


4,Kankavst vol. edited Shri meghani. 
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Worship Rannade extremely popular 
with Nagers Gujarat and Saurastra, with 
Patels, Goldsmiths and Ghanchis Gujarat. 
Saurastra practically all castes worship her, 
even lower Hindu castes Saurastra, and 
tribes Gujarat. Her worship popular. 


She worshipped three occasions. 
some castes, especially Patels Gujarat and 
Brahmins Saurastra, before the marriage 
the eldest son, she installed the house for 
She can only installed sundays 
tuesdays. some castes, she installed 
the seventh month the first pregnancy 
the wives sons, and some castes, she 
installed when sacred thread ceremony cele- 
brated. 


For her worship, bower erected for the 
installation the Goddess. This bower 
known (6). Which decorated with 
leaves the banana-plant, and trunks. Late 
Mr. Jackson has vividly described 
the whole ceremony his book entittled 
lore Notes Vol. I—Gujarat’. writes: 
bajat wooden stool placed therein. 
piece fine cloth spread the bajat’. 
This cloth ought red cotton cloth. 
further says: Figure drawn seeds 
corn.’ 


Kalasio bowl, coconut which 
has two eyes painted black collyrium 
and nose red lac and decorated with red 
cloths and ornaments represent the Goddess 
Randal. The upper cloth frame bajat 
should silken. This cloth has its peculiar 
variety and name. known Pamari, 
Jackson adds: lamps are kept constantly 
burning before the Goddess for three conseque- 
tive days and nights. invitation send 


the neighbouring women, who bring offerings 
Ghi the Goddess and dance group 
night the accompaniment melodious 
garabis (Songs)’’. This dance, Gujarat, 
known Ghode Khundavo Hamachi 
davi. This dance has peculiar jesture. 
enquiries, has been found that indicates 
certain jesture sexual intercourse 
begetting child. 


Mr. Jackson has further stated; 


“Sometimes child ill, some misfortune 
apprehended, gornis i.e. certain number 
unmarried girls and unwidowed women are 


her feast there should Khir, boiled 
milk with rice and Sugar preparation and along 
with it, there should Indian Cake 


Second line also available. 


This preparation food can only ser- 


ved Rannade her devotees. 


Gujarat, Kavi Narmadashanker Dave 
the pioneer worker the field collecting 
folk-songs Rannade. They are fifteen 
numbers. 
comes Shri Mahipatram Nilkanth. his 
collection Gujarati poems, there one song 
Rannade. There collection folk-songs 
the Sathodara Nagars which contains seven- 
teen folk-songs Rannade. While ‘Guja- 
contains only one folk-song. The collectors 
all these folk-songs are from the Surat District, 
the south Gujarat. From these folk-songs 
Rannade, can draw inference that 
south Gujarat, Rannade the giver children 
those who are baren. 


See notes Shri Derasari, P., Bar-at-law, page No. 138, 


Kavi Narmadashanker 


4 


¥ 
| 


WORSAIP RANNADE GUJRATI FOLK LORE AND LITERATURE 


While Shri Zaverchand Meghani has edited 
folk-seng Rannade Rat’’ Vol. 
Sri has also edited seven 
folk-songs Rannade. The writer this paper 
has collected twenty five folk-songs Rannade, 
which are not yet published. But from these 
songs Sarvashri Meghani, Jodhani and Chan- 
dervakar, can come the conclusion that 
Rannade the Goddess wealth giving, 
power bestower, nourisher, healer diseases, 
giver light those who have lost the vision 
eyes. 


Statistially forty three Rannade folk-songs 
have been published. Out those songs, five 
are common, and thirty eight folk-songs are 
new, fresh and unpublished. 


While Sri Shankerbhai Tadavi has collec- 
ted seven folk-songs Rannade from the 
Tadavi Bhil-tribe the Baroda District. These 
Songs also are not published. The writer the 
paper has edited thirty folk-songs the Ran- 
nade from Saurastra. These songs are still 
lying manuscript. Desai, 
Rannade from the Surat District, which are 
with the writer the paper. Also the writer 
has got five folk-songs Rannade, from the 
Kaira District, the central part Gujarat. 
Thus there forty one unpublished 
These songs are throw more 
light the worship Rannde. 

These songs have been classified two 
groups, (1) Prayer Songs Arati (2) Dance 
Songs. 


Rannade installed always the morning 
but all these songs are sung with dance jestures, 
without any musical instrument, 
There should group women singers and 


dancers. This dance never taught any 
girl woman. But practice from child- 
hood, woman learns it. the group 
dancers, blind woman can participate. Even 
pregnant, hunch backed, and deaf woman 
cannot participate this dance festival. Also 
with any physical and bodily defect, 
the festival Rannade. 

night, women from all castes gather to- 
gether the house where Rannade installed 
and they dance with songs. Clapping the 
only musical sound which accompanies this 
dance. Songs those are sung the beginning, 
are the songs longings women;—longings 
the members the family songs adora- 
tion particular family, showing its wealth, 
property and greatness the world, but how 
humbly they worship Rannade. Songs 
Rannade’s virtue, power, her beauty, her rela- 
tion with the Sun-God and her origin, her 
clothes and ornaments are also sung. Then 
they sing with dance 
midnight. 

the next day morning, Rannade given 
send off. Few send off songs are sung with- 
out dance. brahmin takes away Rannade 
his house because plays the roll 
Even though women song request Rannade 
halt the house. runs thus: 


cipate 


upto 


Rannade, favour and halt here halt here, 
Which brother prays you and request you 
halt, 
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Rannade, favour and halt here, halt here, 

Shantibhai prays you and request you halt. 

Rannade, favour and halt here, halt here. 

Whose wife prays you and request you halt 

Ganga, the wife Shantibhai, prays you and 
request you halt. 

shall give you lodging 

Rannade, favour and halt here, halt here 

shall serve you with Khir and Sugar, 

Rannade, favour and halt here, halt here 


Thus this Goddess the Goddess masses 
Gujarat, extremely popular with all castes 


and tribes Gujarat and Saurastra. 
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request from the readers may publish all the folk-songs collected recently 
the writter and others RANNADE with english summary. Address your letter about 
the Regional Editor for doing the needful this direction. —Ed. 
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INDIAN TALE 
THE MIDRASH TANCHUMA 


Alexander Haggerty Krappe 


Collection folklores has not been the systematic effort India other countries. Individual work- 
ers distinguished themselves persistent and painstaking endeavour collecting and recording them. The 
materials collected them were published hither and thither for want proper 
patronization Research workers and scholars find little time find out such articles their sources are not 
the know off Those who know the source also cannot make use such articles they are not 
easily This featur expected fulfill the long felt need the reseach students workers 
Any information material from the rare journal books there-fore will highly appreciated 
the editor who solicits the fullest co-operation the readers and well-wishers the journal. 


Ever since the publication Benfey’s stories one need not 
torian profession know that the west had 
met the east long before the battle Nica. 
Granting that the theoryof westerly migration 
Oriental-tales correct, one driven the 
conclusion that such migration must taken 
place all ages, the early Middle Ages 
Antiquity. The actual existence 


Pantschatantra the theory the migration 
folk-tales from the Orient the Occident dur- 
ing the Middle Ages, more especially the 
period following the First Crusade, has been 
held scholars sort axiom. The essen- 
tial fact, wit, that folk-tales must have origi- 
nated one place and hence spread overa 
larger smaller space the earth’s surface, such migration can proved, however, only 
can indeed not called into question, practical examples, and this what have 
even Joseph Bedier did not far deny 
its basic correctness. Yet one may well ask, 
what reason there assume with Benifey 
that the First Crusade the most convenient just another such example which desire 


terminus quog for such migration point out the following pages. 


over various philological and folk-lore magazines, 
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Among good other material genuine 
interest the student folk-lore, the Midrash 
Tanchuma also contains the following tale 


man travels from Palestine Babylon. 
While taking his meal, notices two birds 
contending with one another. Finally, the one 
kills his companion, but flies off immediately, 
returning soon with hero, which places 
the dead bird’s beak, thus bringing back 
life. The traveller takes the herb which had 
been dropped the bird, purposing resus- 
citate the dead. Arriving near Tyre, finds 
dead Jion which thrown out the 
people. places the herb the animal’s 
mouth, whereupon the lion rises him 
pieces. Hence the good 
the evildoor, and you will not experience 
evil. 


longer and more diffuse version the 
tale another Hebrew compilation, 
the so-called Alphabet Ben-Sirah, edited 
Venice 1554, but shows important 
differences. 


will readily seen from the outline given 
this narrative two motives have been welded 
togather which have originally nothing 
common, wit, the theme the animal resus- 
citating its fellow magic herb, 
the foolish man resuscitating wild beast. The 
former the two extremely wide-spread, 
occuring classical antiquity (the Glaucus 
myth), the Norse Volsunga Saga, the lay 
Eliduc Maria France, and large number 
folk-tales both European and Asiatic. The 
animal possession the herb usually 
snake dragon, sometimes weasel, hare, 
she bear, bird, even tarantula. The second 
the two themes does not, knowledge, 


appear Europe either Antiquity the 
early Middle Ages but forms part several 
Indian compilations. 


text found the Vetala Panchavinsati 
(the twenty-five tales relates the 
following story 


Four brothers, after agreeing into the 
world order acquire magic knowledge, and 
fixing upon place which meet, seperate, 
each going different direction. due 
course they meet again the appointed spot 
and ask one another what each has learned. 


One them says have learned this magic 
can instantly produce the flesh that 
The Second the flesh any 
animal has been superinduced upon piece 
bone, know how produce the skin upon 
create the limbs the And the fourth 
says’’:—When the animal has its limbs properly 
developed, know how endew with life.” 


The four brothers then into the forest 
skill. They happen find piece lion’s 
bone, and take without knowing what 
animal belonged. When the four brothers 
have successfully excercised their magical arts 
the piece bone, there rises very terri- 
ble lion who, rushing upon them, slays them 
the spot. 


Essentially the same account met 
Tokharian text translated from the Sanskrit. 
Again the four heroes resuscitate lion and are 


killed the beast. 
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different version that ofa 
medical recension the Panchatantra 


the four brothers possess knowledge, 
whilst the fourth has only common sense. The 
first joins the bones lion, the second covers 
them with flesh and skin, and the third about 
resuscitate the animal when the man with 
common sense says: you resuscitate him 
will kill Seeing that the third bro- 
ther’s will not desist from his purpose, 
climbs tree and thus saves his life. The others 
are torn pieces. 


The story recurs the Panchakhuana- 
Warttika. Four friends Bengal study. 
their trip home they find dead tiger 
the road. Three decide resuscitate the ani- 
the fourth objects. Since they will not 
listen him, big-tree, and the 
resuscitated tiger kills the three foolish men. 


Clouston cites story the 
Persian Touti Namehin which four friends, 
journeying through desert, discover the 
bones monstreus serpent. One them, 
magician, takes out book from which reads 
certain words, when the bones are joined and 
then proposes his 
friends that should endow the carcase with 
life, but they advise him not so. Seeing 
him obstinate, they run away. The magician 
takes out another book, and 
from resuscitates the serpent, which instant- 
devours him. now know the source 
this account, found none the 
published versions the Touti Nameh. 


covered with skin. 


modern Indian folk-tale, four friends 
learn their several arts overhearing hermit 
recits magical formulate, but all escape 
climbing tree, and the resuscitated tiger kills 
story from Burma, 


only their horses. 


three friends resuscitate which there- 
upon follows them, ostensibly furnish them 
with food, but three successive nights eats 
them up. 


The version presented the Pancha- 
khyana-Warttika clearly dependent upon that 
the Panchatantra. Moreover, 
preceding the text speaks The ani- 
mal was evidently later replaced bya tiger, 
which saw has also taken over the chief role 
the modern texts. The tale Clouston and 
the Burmese story also, belong tothe same 
group the Panchatantra text that they 
bring out the contrast the wise man 
foolish companions. They also have com- 
mon the tragic ending. the modern 
Bengalee story the ending happy, the horses 
alone having pay for the foolisness their 


Before one can venture express opi- 
nion the relationship which must sup- 
posed exist between the Indian versions 
passed review and the Jewish texts quoted 
the outset, the question the chronology must 
settled, which not altogether easy 
matter. Thompson Benfey was the first 
tackle part this problem when set out 
deter mine the priority the story the 
Vetala Panchavinsati over his Panchatantra text, 
portagonists participate the resuscitation 
task and perish consequence. 

His argumentation strikes one rather 
for would prove with equal cogency 
that the modern Burmese story more 
tive than that the 
matter fact, the tale meaningless without 
the contrast the three erudites and the man 
endowed with good commonsense. The ver- 
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sion the Vetala Panchavinsati obviously 
later variation the original theme, change 
for the worse, may the modern 
tale from Bengal, where all four escape with 
lives. There can therefore question but 
that the Panchatantra text the oldest because 
the most logical. The reading the Vetala 
Panchavinsati furthermore contains gross 
inconsistency which seems 
unnoticed far. states that the resuscitation 
went degrees, each brother doing his part 
garanting that they know 
animal the bone belonged, they certainly had 
ample time realise before the fourth 
brother had time put the finishing touch 
the work. 


However, that may be, the version the 
Vetala Panchavinsati can unquestionably claim 
greater antiquity than the extent Panchatantra 
text. Our story being absent the oldest 
recensions that compilation well the 
semitic translations. for the Vetala Pancha- 
vinsati, was incorportated Somadeva’s 
Ocean Stories, and can therefore safely 
supposed have been written prior the 
tenth century our era. Yet even such date 
would not give it, ofcourse, the priority over 
the Midrash text which formed the stating 
point this study. Their exists, however, 
least one Indian text which leads 
back into the pre-Christian era. 
tale the Jatakam Brahmadatta was 
ruling Beneras, the Bodhisattva was reborn 
wealthy family Brahmans. Grown 
went Takkasila learn all the arts and 
then became renowed teacher 500 young 
Brahmins. Among these there was also youth, 
Sanjiva name. Him the Bodhisattva taught 
charm which resuscitate the dead. 


Having learned this charm, but not knowing 
yet the counter charm, once went with the 
young Brahmins into the woods fetch kind- 


ling. Seeing dead tiger, said the young 


Brahmins shall resucitate this dead tiger, 
the-others doubted his ability, 
ceeded carry out his intension but they 
climbed Sanjiva recited the charm 
and hit the tiger with people. tiger rose 


and killed Sanjiva, whereupon fell 


down dead again. The young Brahmins repor. 
ted their master what had fallen their 
companion and there told the lesson drived 
from the accident: who favours 


deed will fare himself badly. 


This text conclusively proves 
argumentation the supposed 
features the Vetala Panchavinsati story 
basically wrong, for the oldest known version 
have again the contrast the foolish and 
the wise young Brahmins, and there can 
little doubt that the Panchatantra text, though? 
tion. Another conclusion, equally decisive, 
that the Jewish tale Indian origin, having 
migrated the Near East some time 
the first centuries our era, time 


all events, the composition the 
Midrashim. 


weli known, these compilations 


The material they incorporated 
older, though perhaps not always much 
Yet the iaflux Indian stories into the 
ries the Near East and hence into Europe 


thereby shown antedate considerably the 
the crusades. 


The above article published pre 
ceedings Jubilee Congress The 
Society, London the year 1928. 
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Torch bearer tradition 
CECIL SHARP COLLECTOR AND 
RESTORER ENGLISH FOLK-MUSIC 


MAUD KARPELES 


Commemorate the Centenary CECIL SHARP, publish this article 
courtesy English Folk-Song Dance Society Journal. Henceforth will regularly publish such 


short life sketches folk-lorists, folk-singes dancers and others different 


Folk-music collector needs many 


qualifications, but foremost 
collecting. These Cecil full 
measure. 

came folk-song asa well equipped 
musician and one who many 
years’ standing was alive the 
ance music. fact, was his teaching 
work and his desire increase the facilities for 
amature music-making that led him folk 
song. 


was endowed nature with all the 
qualities that make for sociability. had the 
simplicity and humility which caused him 
wear his learning lightly and although intensely 
serious purpose was imbued with fund 
infectious which occasional fits 
black depression could never for long obscure. 
These qualities together with selflessness, 
his warm-hearted generosity and his integrity 
made his friendship prized possession and 
there were few who came into contact with him 
who did not feel quickening mind and 


(1) Marson, Village Silhouettes London (1914) 


—Ed. 


Although Londoner born and bred, 
found difficulty establishing immediate 
and intimate relationship with the country 
people whose songs and dances sought. His 
natural sociable qualities stood himin good 
stead, but all his recognition 
the singers and fellow artists that 
gave him the key their hearts and minds. 
believed, did his friend 
Charles Marson, ‘that the graceful, manly and 
finely-wrought melodies are 
accidents they belong lives 
least interesting, full fine and ex- 
quisite melodiousness are the 


The conditions folk-music collecting 
England fifty sixty years ago were different 
many ways from what they are to-day. Folk 
song to-day heard the radio: itis the 
fashion. But the early decades the century 
what were once precious heirlooms had been 
relegated the lumber-room, order make 
way for the more cityfied products which the 
younger generation demanded, and there they 
lay neglected and covered with the dust 
oblivion. bringing the dances 
light Cecil Sharp gave the whole nation 
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necessarily worth promulgating. 


priceless treasure that might easily have been 
irretrievably lost but not the last part his 
service lay restoring the singers and 
dancers themselves confidence the value 
their inherited traditions. 


The task extracting the songs was not 
always easy one. Deeply ingrained suspicion 
and fear ridicule had usually overcome, 
and the singer would need 
before was prepared search the recesses 
his memory for songs that had long been 
put aside. But folk-song collecting, patience 
virtue and Cecil Sharp, though 
naturally quick, active disposition, had the 
knack adjusting his tempo slower 
movement the countryman’s mind. When 
the occasion demanded would sit quietly 
cottage, smoking his pipe silence, carry- 
ing desultory conversation while the 
singer, warming the occasion, slowly pieced 
together snatches the song that had once 
been familiar. 


Then, now, the folk-singer’s repertory 
was not confined genuine folk-songs and 
did not distinguish them from other songs that 
had learned his youth. More often than 
not would have unload selection 
Victorian ballads before the eagerly awaited 
rose the surface. During these 
preliminaries, Cecil Sharp exercised great tact 
and patience and toplease the singer, and 
perhaps asa sort self-discipline, would 
occasionally write down songs which knew 
well outside the folk song category. These 
remained his note-books, did the inferior 
versions genuine folk-songs, for was never 
led into thinking that every folk-song that 
comes from the lips traditional singer 


With folk 


MAUD KARPELES 


singers with other musicians there are bung- 
lers well supremely fine artists. 


Cecil Sharp threw his net wide 
viewed any man woman from whom 
thought could even though 
might not particularly good one, 
whenever possible concentrated 
the singers with fine musical sense, such 
Robert Parish Oxford, Henry Larcombe 
Plucknett and Shepherd Hayden 
Bampton singers who have folk 
song tradition through their creative artistry. 


Besides being collector Cecil 
restorer and inhis restoration folk-music 
probably owe more than are aware his 


fine sense discrimination. Had the 


early days the revival flooded the country 


with mediocre material, folk-song would never 


have taken the place the musical life 
the nation. was not only the choice 
material that exercised artistic discrimina- 


tion but also the equally important matter 


its presentation. 


well known that published the tunes 
noted them without the alteration ofa 
single note, but notation can altogether 
free subjective interpretation the 


collector must always face the problem 


distinguishing between what essential and 
what fortuitous. Cecil Sharp, Professor 
Bronson writes: ‘There has never been 
collector with such quickness and tact seizing 
and accurately reporting essential characteristics 
from individual singing. His 
mean between the typical and the idiosyncratic 
that almost (2) Believing the tune 
sung the individual integral whole, 
never sought establish the form collat- 
ing different versions, but for 


Bertrand Harris Bronson—The Traditional Tunes the Child Ballads. Princeton University 
Press (1959). 
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publication the one considered the 
most beautiful. 

The same principle could not always 
followed the publication the texts when 
they were presented for general use. Apart 
from occasional grammatical errors and obscur- 
ities, the words given the individual 
singer were often incomplete, and was there- 
fore frequently collate two more 
versions. 

this connection mention should made 
the much discussed question words ‘not 
publication’. The actual situation has 
been much exaggerated. examination 
Cecil Sharp’s manuscript collection 
per cent the English songs could sung 
exactly noted without bringing blush 
the cheek the most decorous Victorian 
maiden aunts. the Appalachian collection, 
which freer from the influence broadside 
songs, the percentage would very much 
higher. However, bowing the convention 
his age, omitted from the the Folk 
Song Society words expressions which 
might give offence and publications intend- 
general use either modified these 
expressions or, where possible, 
versions the song which they did not 
occur. Incidentally, comparison between the 
texts the two-volume English FolkSongs 
Selected Edition3 (1920) with those Folk 
Songs from Somerset which was 
only partly responsible for the editing the 
words, shows that many instances revert- 
the original texts the later publication. 

necessarily played bigger part the 
songs. The dance, unlike the song, concert- 
activity and also activity which far 
more dependent the physical capacity the 


This edition which has been out print 


Novello Co, commemoration Cecil Sharp’s Century. 


performer. Cecil Sharp had often reconstruct 
from the performance one two 
individual exponents and even was 
fortunate enough see complete team there 
was usually considerable variance among its 
members owing their unequal proficiency. 
spite these difficulties Cecil Sharp was 
quick recognize the essential characteristics 
the dance and reveal its 
even when was obscured faulty technique. 
the early days the revival some Cecil 
Sharp’s critics thought that his interpretation 
the dances was too ‘artistic’, and the same 
demand for more ‘earthy’ presentation, which 
practice usually means clumsiness 
performance the dances and the adoption 
ing the songs. indeed sometimes 
suggested that the crude vamping accompani- 
ments the skiffle group are more keeping 
with the real thing than Cecil Sharp’s musician- 
pianoforte accompaniments. This, surely, 
shows misconception the nature folk 
music, its agelessness has far more 
affinity with classical than with popular music. 
was this classical quality that Cecil Sharp 


folk music. This does not mean that held 
dogmatic views the subject. was prepared 
make use any medium that itself 
and accept many different styles arrange- 
ment provided only that the beauty, delicacy, 
grace and vitality the melodies were not 
obscured. believed that the best our 
English folk music was worthy take its place 
side side with the music the great masters 
and that should treated with the same 
reverence. ‘To have done less would have been 
his eyesa betrayal the trust which the 
folk had placed him when they gave 
him their songs and dances onto 
posterity. 


for many years has just been re-issued Messrs, 
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The Editor will glad consider news and manscripts pertaining folk-culture. 
news should signed and address must clearly written. 
Letters must the point for attention. 


the editor direct. 


Every 
All matters are addressed 
Correspodence out point can 


not entertained. Readers are requested with the editor their valuable sugges- 


tions. 


Any suggestion will receive due 


The next issue the Magazine will published the 15th May. News forthcoming 


events should reach the editor April latest. 


Report The 


All India Folk-Culture Conference, Bombay 
Dr. UPADHYAYA, Govt. Degree College, Gyanpur (U.P.) 


first session the All India Folk- 

culture conference was held Allahabad 
1958 which was presided Dr. Bhupendra- 
Nath Datta The Government 
Bombay was kind enough send two re- 
presentatives—Prof. Karve Poona and 
Sri Madhubhai Bombay attend the 
conference. 
the second session the conference 
Bombay. The invitation was accepted the 
members. Dr. Secretary, 
All India Folk-Culture Research Institute went 
Bombay for finalising the thing. There 
were small meeting with the folk-lorists 
chaclk out the plan and programme. strong 
Reception Committee was formed consisting 
Prof. Indu Prakash Pande Eliphinston 


College, Bombay. was elected the General 
Secretary the Reception Committee, 


Shri 


Madhubhai Patel the Cultural Secretary and 
Seth Chiranjilal Loyalka—a great philonthropist 
accepted the post Shri 
Bhagawati, Horible ex-justice the Supreme 
Court was the Chairman the Reception 
Committee. 

The conference was held the Sydenham 
College Bombay for three days the 25,26 
and 27th December last. Shri Sriprakash 
Governor Bombay inaugurated the confe- 
rance. Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru, Prime Minis- 
ter, Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, Home 
Minister and messages and 
good wishes for the success the Conference, 
Many messages from 
Franch, Germany, Ceylon and other 
countries received. The Folk-Lore Society 
England sent Prof. Mac Gregor London 
University representative. The Indona- 
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sian Embassy New Delhi sent its Counsellor 
attend the conference. 


his inaugural speech the Governor delt 
the great length the importance folk- 
said that the high 
time when should try our best preserve 


culture 


the folk-culture this vast country which 
fast dyeing out. The need systematic and 
scientific study folk-lore were also 


sed the scholars the different States. 


The Manager Kitab Mahal, publishing 
concern Bombay gave tea party the 
25th evenning all delegates attending the 
conference. 

Sectional Meetings 

The meeting folk-literature section was 
held the morning 26th December. 
was presided Shri Shah, President 
Gujrat Research Society. 
address was new information and facts (all 
the presidential addresses would published 
issue this journal). stressed 
scientific study folk-litereture. 
told that the study folk-literature should 
not isolated one, rather should 
studied the background sociology, and 
cultural anthropology. 


Scholar and folklorists Gujrat read his paper 
the folk-literature Gujrat. Shri Ram 
Narayan Upadyayaya dealt with the provers 
Nimad Madhya Pradesh (Shri 
Upadhayaya’s ‘Nimadi Folk-song’ appeared 
issue Indian Folk-Lore, 1959) 
Shri Vishvambharan 
the tribal people Sri Bhavagrahi 
Misra, student the Visvabharati Univer- 
sity stressed the importance the folk-litera- 


explained 


literature the Oriya people. 


ture orissa. Dr. Kunja Behari Das 
Santiniketan explained the life and motif the 
Prof. 
Joshi Ahmedabad read his paper the Folk- 
literature the Vagdis, primitive tribe 
Gujrat. (It should noted this connection 
that Joshi’s Lck was pub- 
lished the July-Sept issue Folk- 
article Sri Shankar Pillai 
entitled the ballads and their chief charcteras- 
tics was read his absence Prof. Indu 
Pandey. With vote thanks 
Dr. Upadyaya the sectional meeting 
was Close. 

the afternoon the 26th December, 
1959 the member the Folk-music and Folk- 
art section met meeting room the 
college. This sectional meeting was presided 
Prof. Mehta, Principal College 
Music and Dramatics, University, 
Baroda. Prof. Mehta explained his presi- 
dential address the importance folk-music. 
laid stress his thesis that the classical 
music based folk-music and many the 
Ragas the classical music have their origin 
from the Folk. emphasised the study 
music all its aspects. 

parative study classical 
music her paper and explained their impcr- 
tance. Shri Madhubhai Patel read his paper 
gave demonstration various layas and tals 
employed the folk-music. Shri Chadra 


delt the general principal folk-music. 

the afternoon the 28th December the 
meeting folk-lore section was held under the 
Dr. Vidyarthi. Dr, 
Vidyarthi gave general survey anthropolo- 


presidentship 
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THE ALL INDIA FOLK-CULTURE CONFERENCE, BOMBAY. 


gical research India and laid stress the 
importance the field work. Dr. Asutosh 
Bhattacherjee the University Calcutta read 
his paper the puppet dance Bengal. Prof. 
Shridhar Misra described the cultural life the 
Prof. Baldeva Upadhaya 
explained rites and rituals the 
common people mentioned Grivya sktras. 
This paper was very much appreciated the 
members present. threw new light our 
holly past. Many other papers also were 
this section. 
Symposium 

symposium was held the afternoon 
the 27th December. Prof. Chattopadhyaya, 
Acting Vice Chancellor the Sanskrit 
University, Vanarashi, presided. The subject 
this symposium was contribution 
folk-culture Indian Dr. Asutosh 
Bhattacherjee explained that the Indian culture 
has been influenced folk-culture great 
quotations from Pali and Sanskrit. Shri Ram- 
Nath Shastri Kashmir laid stress the 
indebtedness Indian Culture. Dr. K.B. Das 
also emphasised the importance folk-culture 


general. Some more speakers spoke the 
subject. Prof. Chattopadhyaya 


analised the different elements 
ture and explained their relation the common 
man. 

Concluding session the conference 


Shri C.G. Karve, the Chairman the 
Maharastra Folk-literature Committee presided 
over the concluding session the conference 
the 27th December 59. outset, 
Sri Krishna Das, General Secretary the 


Institute read his report explaining the activit- 
ies the Institute during the year. 


Resolutions 


The following resolutions were passed 
unanumously 


committee consisting the following persons 
formed devise ways and means develop 
Indian Folk-lore science (a) 
inter-disciplinary studies history, sanskrit, 
anthropology, sociology, psychology, linguistics, 
music preparing detailed biblio- 
graphy including biographical data Folk- 
lorists, published works various 
(c). suggesting suitable ways classifica- 
tion keeping view Johnson’s work 
model. The sub-committee should further 
introduced primary, secondary and Univer- 
sity levels. 


The members the sub-committee are (1) 


Dr. Krishna Deo Upadhyaya (2) Pt. Braj Mohan 


Vyas (3) Dr. Udaya Narayan Tiwari (4) Dr. 
Asutosh Bhattacharya (5) Prof.R.C. Mehta 
(6) Dr. L.P. Vidyarthi (7) Shri P.G. Shah and 
(8) Shri C.G. Karve. 


Shri P.G. Shah (Bombay) 
Seconded Dr. L.P. Vidyarthi. (Bihar) 


The sub-committee have powers co-opt. 


Resolved that the Institute should take 
suitable steps approach educational bodies 
accept folk-lore part carriculum 
different educaiional levels. 

Proposed Prof. R.C. Mehta. (Baroda) 
Seconded Dr. Udaya Narayan Tiwari. 

Resolved that suitable steps 
the Institute seek active collaberation and 
co-operation various regional associations 
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engaged researches Folklore and wherever 
possible necessary the Institute 
its regional branches further the aims and 
objects the Institute. 


Proposed Dr. L.P. Vidyarthi. (Bihar) 
Seconded Prof. R.C. Mehta. (Baroda) 


This Conference resolves that the Central 
Government approached take necessary 
steps preserve the various forms Folklore 
collecting, recording, filmising, printing and 
other possible ways. further resolves that 
they should requested take suitable steps 
and adopt suitable methods popularise the 
various forms Folklore. 


Prem Nath (Keral) 
Seconded Dr. Asutosh Bhattacharya (West 
Bengal). 

The Programmes 


There were various cultural items Folk 
songs, Folkdances entertain the delegates 
during the conference. Shri Madhubhai Patel 
was in-charge organising the cultural shows. 
was due his effort that the cultural pro- 
grammes were successful. Nodobut fact 
that the cultural programmes there were 
little item Maharastrian folksongs, folk 
dances. created little dissatisfaction the 
Maharastrian 
But this dissatisfaction not lasted for long when 
they could come know that was nota 
wilful game. the cultural 
shows tried include the Maharastrian pro- 
grammes but due lack co-operation the 
begining, happened. The Garba dance 
Gujrat which noted for its charming move- 
ments and delicacy was performed Gujrati 
girls which belonged rich families 
The dance Krishna 


which used perform with the Gopies 
Vrindaban ancient days was shown the 
delegates. The characterestics this dance 
was that only girls took part init. party 
from Gujrat performed the ‘‘Gheria 
which Folk-dance Gujrat. The 
which famous dance drama 
Keral was very much liked the audience. 
sung bya college students. There were two 
items Folk-songs from Maharastra. The 
Mam Lita performed the children New 
Era School, Bombay wasan excellent perfor- 
mance. 
The Folk-art exhibition 

There was Folk-art exhibition organised 
the occassion the conferece. was 
declared open Pandit Braj Mohan Vyas the 
Director the Institute who isa great expert 
Mesumology. The Indonasian Embassy 
New Delhi and the British Council Bombay 
were kind enough lend their exhibits Folk- 
art shown the exhibition. Shri 
Shah the President Gujrat Research society 
kindly allowed exhibit some specimens 
folk-art preserved the museum the society 
The exhibits consisted earthen dolls, tera- 
cottas, dresses tribal people Gujrat, Indo- 
nasian toys and some English books Folklore 
lent the British Council. This was the first 
Folk-art exhibition organised under the auspi- 
cies the Conference. doubt, wasa 
small one and occupied only corner room 
still was good beginning. 


There was meeting the Excutive body 
Indian Folk-Culture Research Institute under 
the chairmanship the Director, Pandit Vyas. 
was largely attendent the members the 
Some 


Executive besides some special invites. 
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new members the Excutive were eleted 
was settled publish journal entitled 
and Dr. upadhyaya was 
elected its chief editor with editorial 
Board assist him. finance committee 
with Seth Chiranji Lal Loyalka its convenor 
was formed collect money for the Institute. 

All India Folk-Culture Research Institute, 

Allahabad 

Director—Pandit Braj Vyas. 

Allahabad 


General secretary—Shri Krishna Das. 
Secretary—Dr. Upadhyaya 


Members The Excutive Committee 


Secretary, Indian Folklore 
Dr. Asutosh Bhattacharya Ph.D. 
Calcutta University, Calcutta. 
Vishva University, Santi Nikatan. 
Bihar University, Ranchi. 
Gauhati University, Assam 
Dr. Hiranmaya Ph. 
Mysore University, Mysore. 


President, Orissa Sahitya Academy 
Bhubaneswar (Orissa) 

Karve, 
President, 


Committee, Poona. 


Shri Madhubhai Patel, 
Member, Gujrat Folk-literature committee 
Bombay. 

Shri Bhagawati 

Ex-justice, Supreme Court Bombay. 


12. 


14, 


17. 


18. 


20. 


25. 
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Seth Chiranyi Lal Layalaka 
Bombay. 
Prof. Indu Prakash Pandeya 
Prof. Durga Bhagavat 
Gokhale Institute Economics 
Poona. 
Allahabad University, Allahabad. 
Prof. Chattopadhyaya 
Director, Research Institute, Sanskrit 
University, Vanarashi 
Dr. Shyam Paramar Ph.D. 
All India Radio, Bhopal (M.P.) 
Shri Hari Prasad ‘Suman’ 
(Himachal Pradesh) 
Dance and Drama Unit, 
Shri Narendra Dhir, 
Director, Folk-lore Academy, 
Punjab. 
Pandit Ram Nath Shastri, 
Dogari Institute, Jammu. 
Shri Agar Chand Nahata, 
Director, Research 
Bikaneer (Rajsthan) 
Dr. Chinta Mani Upadhyaya M.A., 


Society, 


Madhava College, Ujjain (M.P.) 
Shri Premnath, 

Director, Kerala Arts Club, Kerala 
Bombay. 
Baroda University. 
Curator. 


Shri Hari Shankar Upadhyaya. 
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The organisers are grateful Pandit Sita- 
ram Chaturvedi, Principal Town 
Ballia for his great help organising the con- 
darkest days Seth Chiranji Lal Loyalaka for 
his untiring efforts make the conference 
successful, Sri Patel, Prof. Indu- 
Prakash Pandey worked 


sincerely deserves the congratulations oft 
India. 

Much more Folk-lorists from different parts 
India could not attend the ins- 
pite their great wish attend. 

The Government Bombay donated sum 
Rs. 5,000 five thousand con- 


Journal Sub-Committee 


journal Sub-Committee formed with Dr. Upadhyaya Chief Editor 
Dr. Asutosh Bhattacharjee, Dr. C.P. Vidyarthi, Sankar Sen Gupta others members. 


Now available the old issues INDIAN FOLK-LORE Rs. per copy 


Indian Publications. 
The following issues are available now 
October—December 1957 Rs, 2°50 


January—December 1958 (Complete set issues 10°00 
1959 (Complete set issues) 10°00 
British Indian Street. Calcutta—1. 


Department Anthropology, Govt 

India, among its various activities, directs its 

interest the collection (1) Folk-stories, 
(2) Folk-art and crafts and (3) Folk-music. 


far folk stories and their variants, have 

been collected from the Great Andamanese 

Great Andaman Island, the Pnar and the Khasi 

Santal Bihar, the Bhil Malwa and the 

published and the systematic study the folk- 
stories the Riang awaiting publication. 


and craft, the 


department hasa rich collection, particularly 
the Onge Little Andaman Island and 
Abor (Adi) N.E.F.A. Collection 
crafts, number about thousand, and these 
textile collection unique. Many these 
tribal arts and crafts have been displayed the 
newly re-organised Ethnographical Gallery 
the Indian Museum. 

The Linguistic Section the Department 
Onge Little Andaman, Island, the Abor 
(Adi) N.E.F.A. and many 


Tribal musics and they have also 
been exchanged withthe scientific 
institutes the 
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Special Paper folk-lore 


The University Calcutta has decided 
meeting the Syndicate introduce 
special Paper Folklore the Postgraduate 
Class from 1960. Dr. Asutosh Bhattacherjee 
lecturer Bengali the University 
Calcutta took much interest and initiative for 
the purpose. 


Indian Folklore Society 


February Calcutta discuss the Pro- 
grammes taken. 


has been decided form Sub-Committees 
under (a) Folk-Song Dance Sub-Commi- 
ttee (b) Folk-art, Craft Photography 
Sub-Committee. (c) Literary Sub-Committee. 
Committees will announced the next 
issue the journal the Secretary. 


THREE EXCITING DAYS 
SLOVAKMORAVIA 


Day after day life flows quietly the green 
garden -of the Moravian plains. Under the 
burning rays the sun heavy clusters grapes 
are ripening the vineyards, the rich ears 
corn wave the breeze and the flowers 
the trees turn into juicy fruit. rich 
and happy country 

Every year the end June, when the 
sun its highest and clear blue sky arches 
over the whole country without single cloud 
Slovak Moravia jerked out its calm 
for few days and the people prepare for their 


great holiday for the festival folk songs and 
dance swhich traditionally held the centre 
this district, the ancient town 


The area around Liptovsky Mikulas, which lies 
the foot the High Tatra Mountains. Here the 
men wear white woollen trousers with embro- 
idery, sandals, wide sash with 
les, white shirt with embroidery the 

and wide black hat. 


this time the year, the gates 
nice are opened wide visitors the 
from all corners the Republic from 
abroad, and during the course few hour 
the number inhabitants this town 
thousand people rises 120,060. 

The streets, decked out their festivd 
decorations, become human ant-heaps. 
the waves sober civil clothes 


colourful folk costumes shine out, and many 
Crowds 


them are the focus admiration. 
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people hustle and fro, music plays the 
squares and the streets. Even the windows 
are full people, faces merry and smiling. 
The greatest rush and bustle the path 
the castle park. under the branches 
centuries-old trees, the stages and stadiums, 
the performances the best ensembles which 
come Straznice take place that thousands 
the spectators may see the richness 
art. 

The Straznice Festival has varied program- 
mes. Some them are put together such 
way that whole they give complete 
review the folk art the district and the 
same time follow one idea programme line- 
For example, past Festival, the ensembles 
from Slovak Moravia gave complete perform- 
ance linked single story, called 
Shrove Tuesday which showed 
separate numbers music, song and 
dance, the important events the life 
village people during the course the 
The Valassko ensembles showed the newest 


results their work programme called 
ensembles from Slovakia 
greeted the audience with several numbers 
fiery dances, shepherds songs and perform- 
ance the famous Terchov 
one the tralitional items, called 
groups dancers, both individuals and com- 
panies performed the purest examples the art 
the folkdance. This item also had new look. 
The individual dances were accompanied 
explanation one the best experts 
Czech and Slovak folk dances, Professor Fran- 
tisek Bonus. One the main programmes 
was big competition for the best folk artist 
Straznice all the various branches—solo 
singing, dancing, folk narration, playing solo 
folk instrument, competition for the best 
dulcimer music and new folk-song. The 
examples for the folk lore foreign countries 
are given the programme ‘‘Performances 
Foreign 

Apart from the main programme, which 
itself extensive that people have not the 


charming costume from the V’ah 
Valley which joins the welth the 
costumes western Slovakia and 
the unostentatious taste the 
mountain areas. Members 
the song and dance ensemble 
from Dubnica the V’ah, 
who took part the 
national review and 
competition folk 
art ensembles 
Hradec Kralove. 
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time visit all performances, there are also 
the creative efforts almost three and half- 
thousand singers dancers and musicians who 
compose the best Czecholovak ensembles from 
Slovak Motavia, Valassko, Hana and other dis- 
tricts Bohemia, Moravia and Slovakia. 
novelty and surprise for visitors Straznice 
the performance groups that show folk cus- 
toms and traditions from their district directly 
the streets the town, customs which are 
still alive many places. There usually 
also fashion parade called 


which arouses great interest, and exhibition 
exhibition printers Slovak Moravia. 

One the strongest impression 
unique festival procession the ensembles 
and groups costume, which perhaps the 
largest review national costumes that can 
seen anywhere. includes rich display 
costumes from different districts that 
amazes the thousands spectators with their 
great beauty, good taste 
(contributed) 


THE INDIAN JOURNAL WORK 


Quarterly devoted the promotion Professional Work, Scientific Interpretation 
Social Problems and Advancement Social Research published the Tata Institute 


Social Sciences, Chembur, Bombay 38. 


Editor Professor Wadia, P., Bar-at-Law 
The Editor will glad consider manuscripts pertaining Labour Welfare, 
personnel Management, Industrial Relations, Education, Family and Child Welfare, 
Medical and Paychiatric Social Work, Mental Hygiene, Criminology, Juvenile Delinquency, 
Correctional Administration, Social and Moral Hygiene, Physically and Mentally Handi- 
capped, Anthropology, Sociology and Psychology. 


Subscription rates 


United States America year, post-free 


Other foreign countries Rs. 11°00 year, post-free 


Read 


KALYANI 


unique Bengali monthly for everyone the family. 
Editor- Sankar Sen Gupta. 
Kalyani has circulation all over India where Bengali-reading public 


exist. 


read people position Govt., business commercial 


circles who are the potential buyers even most costly products. 
Kalyani has representatives all important-centres. 
Kalyani 


British Indian Street, Caleutta-1 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Authors and Publishers are requested send two review copies appropriate 


Every endeavour will given bring out early review but 
there cannot given any guarantee assuch, Ed, 


books the editor. 


Indian Terracotta Art :—Introduction and 
text Ganguli; Edited, Surveyed and 
complied Goswami; Photogrophs 
Amiya Tarafdar (Rupa and Co., Calcutta, Price 
Rs. 32.00 nP.) 


Terracotta one the most common 
and convenient plastic expression the 
common folk from time immemorial. can 
easily satisfy and fulfil the ‘‘creative impulse 


and instinct the ordinary men, much for 


aesthetic expression for domestic and 
alistic needs. 


The present book ‘Indian Terracotta 
tosome extent expected serve this pur- 


pose for the laymen well the lover 
Indian Art. 


However, this book can called catalo- 
qued monograph Photographs some 
aspects Bengal terracotta art; although 
short and brief account the ancient art 
terracotta Greece, Egypt, Mesopatamia, 
Iran, China and other countries interesting. 
There are good half tone plates 
graphs different types terracotta art, for- 
ming the main part the book. 


Bihu Songs Assam; Dr. Praphulla- 
datta Goswami, Phil Lawyer’s Book 
Stall Gauhati, Assam. (Price: paper bound 
Rs. cloth bound Rs. 5,) 


The book under review isa collection 
262 songs, these being tribal. All the 
songs published with English rendering which 
will very useful the English reading pub- 
lic. Assam isan unexplored field. recent 
years, many field studies have been carried 
out the anthropologists and folklorists is. 
different parts the world and Assam not 
lagging behind that direction. Goswami 
energetic and distinguished folklorist 
Assam who has written another book 
literature Assam’’ and expect some more 
books from him this subject interest- 
ing note that most the songs have been 


collected the writer himself from 
tional singers. 


The introductory portion the book 
useful study. should read with due care. 
for good relationship 
between the collector and source, all the 
scientific paraphernalia the world will 
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library collection for every 


avail. 
institution. 

The Garos Dhirendra Narayan Mazum- 
der, Lawyer’s Book Stall, Gauhati, Assam 
Price—Seventy Five nP. only. 

have come across many articles and 
some books too the Garos but the book 
under review simple journalistic 
attempt throw some lights. The most 
important thing the book that the writer 
conscious enough about the social and 
background the Garos. The writer himself 
anthoropologist. passed his days with 
the Garos and thereby has acquired some 


PRINCIPAL OBJECTS THE 


the folklore India which the solid 
tion. 

promote and strengthen the cultural 
and friendly ties between India and 
abroad. 

organise folk-arts, crafts photography 
etc. exhibition calcutta any other 
place within outside India under the 
direct management the Society. 

publicise and otherwise make known 
the folk-literature, folk-arts crafts, folk- 
music dance and other cultural expres- 
sions India and other countries, and 
organise hold and assist the organisation 
tions, folk-music and 


(a) 


ances. 


and (j) 


Editor 


solicit and receive subscriptions and gifts all kinds, whether 
conditional, for the purposes the society. 


ROLL MEMBER THE SOCIETY 


BOOK REVIEW 


knowledge. the opinion that ‘‘Govern- 
ment officers and other men who come Garo 
Hills are often found quite ingorant the 
commonest things about the people. writ- 
ing this book, have mind such 
people. And hope that after reading the book 
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